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DIRECTOR, FBI 
BALTIMORE 


7/16/51 



SAG, 

SUBJECTS v FOOCASS 

.. ... .. BSP10HAG8-R - 
> : (Bufila 66-58806) 


ICR* LSOH MEDFORD, time-keeper for the Amerioan Stores Company; 

S Maryland, has advised an Agent of this of floe that GEORGE 
VENTRY, . anotherarfployee of the Amerioan Stores Company, is 
to acL_nAH^ttCHS.__ 


MR* MEDFORD stated that it is his understanding, from information 
reoeiTod from COVENTRY'S father, C*, ARRAB^COVSNTRY, that^GEORGB 
JrtJ6VESTRX is a nephew of FUCHS. Concerning GEORGS A^GVENTRY, MR. 
^MEDFORD advised that he originally lived at iPEiladelphia, Pennsylvania, 
and that he same' to Hurlock, Maryland approximately 6 years ago to 
aooept employment as Produotion Manager of the Amerioan Stores Company 
at Sir look, Maryland. MEDFORD stated that daring World War II 
COVENTRY made a trip to the southwestern part of the United States on 
a shall banting trip for the Philadelphia Ao&demy of Natural Sciences. 


MR^MEDFORD further advised that during the time he has known 
■ GEORGgi-COVENTHY the latter had made no statoaents whioh would oause 


him to suspect COVENTRY of being un-American, and that in f&ot, , 
COVENTRY in his conversation appeared to be extremely loyal to the 
United States. He furnished the following desoription^of COVENTRY t 



Former Address 
Marital Status 


rjf/je 

65-1708 • - :' Vi 

oe i New York Offioe 


COVENTRY 

White 

Approximately 48 

g.ye— 

175 pounds 
Unobserved 
Sandy 

Palmers Corner near Hu r look, 
Dorchester County, Maryland 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Married to the former EVBLYM 
^XHARPSR, Hurlook, Maryland^ 

■ V !,: 


jih 


51 


^ESTROYSD 

* im 


Si 


&88 


&-S8SQS--IM 

,.^/rw is?, 


L/DIHSCTOR. FBI 
65-1708 

HR# MEDFORD stated that COVENTRY'S employment record la not 
maintained at Hurlook, Maryland, but eould be looated at the 
Personnel Office of the American Stores Company, 424 North 
195th Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

The Indlees of the Baltimore Of floe contained no referenoes 
pertaiidng-^^O^^AyBa^QYSijTEy^.and the above is being 
furnished for the information of the Bureau and the Hew York Of floe. 



Initialed 



SAC, Baltimore 

Director, nx 

SSPXtMAQE • * 


Jttfiuflt 3, 1951 




■-■•••/ letter dated July 16, 2952, reporting 

that Iff* leon Medford, tine-keeper for the American store e 
Company, Bur look, Maryland , believed that another employee'.): 
of the American Store* Company, George Ayere Coventry , woe 
related to Mlaue ruche, poaaibly e nephew of Xuche *•••.. 

Bufilee fetl to reflecting information identifiable 
with Coventry* 

; Baltimore is requested to interview Coventry to 
determine whether he to reloted to or knows Klaue ruche* In 
the event he hue any information concerning ruche 9 activities 
or background, all details should be obtained * 
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ce Memorandum • united states government 


TO . DIRECTOR, FBI 
,-WIfeom » SAC, BALTIMORE 

' SUBJECT: ( SoOCA Sg"; 

ESPIONAGE - R 
L (Bufile 65-5880^) 

. n \\V 

Rebulet August 3, 1951* 


DATB: August 21, 1951 


/ 


GEORGE AYRES COVENTRY was interviewed at Hurlock, 

Maryland, on August 20, 195l> at which time he advised that to 
his knowledge he is no relation to EMIL KLAUS FUCHS. His only 
knowledge of FUCHS has come to him through recent articles appearing 
in newspapers. _ _ 

Mr. COVENTRY advised he was born on August 2,' 1905, 
at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He attended elementary and high 
schools in and near Philadelphia Rnd also attended^the University 
of Illinois. His mother's maiden name was HATT I E/n US TER , who was 
born in the United States, but whose parents emigrated fro’ml^.. 
Frederickshoff , Germany. '/C 

Mr. COVENTRY stated he was formerly associated with 
the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia and had engaged 
in expeditions during 19ip- • and 19 to the Yadkin River Valley 
in North Carolina, as well as others in Georgia and Tennessee, 
to collect various species of fish and crustacean life. 


r l 'I - 


The following is a description of Mr. 
obtained through observation and interview: 


COVENTRY , 


Name 

Race 

Age 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Complexion 

Eyes 






GEORGE AYREST COVENTRY 
White f v 
46, born 8/2/05, Phlla.,1 

5'8" 

190 lbs. 

Heavy 

Ruddy, freckled 
Brown, horn rimmed glasses 


JMM:RAR 

65-1708 




CC: NYC (65-15136) 


/ ! 56411 ^ 81951 . 

COPIES DESTROYED 

* R72H0V.H* 


RECORDED • 121 
INDEXED • 121 




- J 


Re: FOOCASE 

ESPIONAGE - R 
(Bufile 65-58805) 


Hair 

Teeth 

Education 

Occupation 

Residence 

Marital Status 


Sandy and sparse 
Stained, appear bad 
University of Illinois, 

Masters Degree - Chemistry 
Chemist - American Stores Co., 
Hurlock, Md. 

P. 0. Box 2]j.6, Ennals Mharf, 
Dorchester Co., Md. / 
Married, EVELYyHARPER/UOVENTRY 


-REFER UPON COMPLETION TO 
THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN- 


- 2 - 


( heJtina the Docr Too Late t - yV | 

difficult to read the esniony 


ft nt Atomic Energy Committed without 


mi 


■Cjm^ieTclng a series of shudders. The shock- 
i ngly ^successful nature of Russian snv onpra - 
Uorur In pur most secret atomic laboratories 
■nd installa tions is laid bare in mb detailed 
c ase histor y. . The story has been told la piece- 
meal .form before. -The committee, however; 
has "fitted the pieces together In. their proper 
relation to one another. The total effect Is 
truly frightening In the over-all 'Implications. V 
’ The .'Soviet penetration of our Innermost 
nuclear secrets ‘during and since World War n 
undoubtedly tops all espionage conspiracies In 
history, when measured by the Importance of 
the ^Information obtained. ^The committee 
gtively points out that It was cot necessary 
fdr the Kremlin's spies to force their way Into 
guarded laboratories or slip Into plants by sub- 
terfuge. -.They did not carry tear gai pencil* 
Cff wear false' mustaches. They were welcomed 
Uto the aanctum sanctorum as partners In the 
atomic bomb enterprise. '. They even .contrib- 
uted valuable knowledge to the partnership. 
When the time was ripe they betrayed the 
tfust placed In them and gave to their Rus- 
aian masters 'ill they had learned of the 
A-bomb and the H-bomb, which was Just about 
everything there was to know, up' to then aboui 
I f Doth weapons. v *•/ - y\_~ ; Jl 

I ! h According to the Joint Committee, threjj 
/ pen stand out above alt others at the chlij 
[ lontrlbutors to Russia's knowledge or atomic 
weapon* -The report lists them In this order: 
(\) Dr. Klaus Fuchs, the Oerjnan-bom British 
physicist now aervlng 11 years for his traitorous 
crime. (2) Dr. Alan Nunn iday, British scientist 
wflro was convicted as a result of the Canadian 
*py expose of 1940. And (3) David Ojeenglass, for- 
mer Army sergeant, recently convicted In New 
York as a member of the Fuchs-Gold- Rosenberg 
spy ring. Another scientist. Dr. Brun*. Pontecorvo. 
the Itallan-porn Britisher who disappeared last 
year behind the Iron Curtain, also is given a 
high rating. The report credits these four with 
advancing Russia’s atomic -energy program at 
least 18 months. "Tn other words.” says the 
report, *'lf war should come, Russia’s ability to 
mount an atomic offensive against the West will 
be greatly Increased by -reason of these four 
men. It Is hardly an exaggeration to say that 
Fuchs alone has influenced the safety of more 
people and accomplished greater dtwnage than 
any other spy rot only in the history of the 
United States but In the history of nations." 

" Russia did not waste time with second- 
raters. Her spies Included ton -ranking scientists 
^hnlcal men. What one spy was unabl e 


ww all the major secrets of Los Alamos. Fu t 
jo was fully informed on the developments t 
ilk Ridge and at Columbia University, h a 
Pontecorvo took care of the work at mr 
ford, Wash., center of plutonium production, and 


T.the Chicago “Met” , Laborato ry] 
and researched In ' Canada.'' v 1 

'. --'Why was the task.ol the Bovlet «ple*\oe*ay? 
The' Joint ^Committee -attributes "the^urlty 
- breakdown mainly to two factors: The haste 

"iW->the urgent wartime project.' and' our 
policy of accepting at face value the “clearance” 

V ftven foreign scientists by the British, who were 
-our partners In -the Manhattan Engineering 
''"Project. -;The_rcPort points nut that the tm 
' W as not permitted to Question inch Clearances, 

.Re^iirlntrlp lkw> r»nnrt hrinp. _mit that 


atable door now ha* been locked. The FBI ha* B 
T cported_no successful act of atomic espionage ■ 
against this country since passage of thy Mr- i 

" Mahon Act In the -middle of 1940 . But tfr H ni 

assurance tends to , lose its significance aftetfia |HB 
reading of the startling details of the eapjonale 
-which took Dlarp nrlor to that. -Apparently He ■MR J 
must Vital of our secrets already hate ,b$eh v- ™ 

llvered to the Russians." i 
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^SflCE OF DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST I (ftTIOlT 


OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK 


! Mr. Tolson 

i Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Glavin _ 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nichols _ 

Mr. Hosen 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Hartoo 

Mr. Alden 

j Mr. Belmont _ 
| Mr. Laughlin . 

\ Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Nease 

Miss Gandy 




See Me ( ) 

Note and Return ( ) 

For Your Recommendation( ) _ rrv 

What are the fa^P 
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Office Memorandum •, united states gover* 


J. E. Hoover, Director 
: V : y,B.I. - Translation Section 


datb i Septemberf; 


prom_ i Mr. S. A. Andretta - Administrative Assistant Attorney General 
^^Jorreepondence Section n 

.OBJECT,^ 

A translation of the attached letter of September 15, 1951, Pern 


Paul Mle&alokl 
48 Park Avenue 
St. Gillis ; • 
; Brussels, Belgium 

will be greatly appreciated 


or (A^WP. 

m..n 





TRANSLATED JftCM FRENCH 


Additive to the trial of ->r^p 
DOCTOR CLADS FUCHS 

lif. ». tkj-rfrr'- 


Yi^ptssbar 


• k '"Vv X ->*. -= y Jit* * 4 _ / > - 


(this part in English) i tT - 

litftir, ths rsqussi rooae hersto-bs 

r '^s<.r.\: l rs: : **’“ ths Court of Jostles • y--’ . V-'.." / 

-.* V** -* Justice Faiaoo ,-. '.‘•• vT ; 

- Washington - - 

V • "'"' : He* lork • 

\ ; , ' , M4,*; ; \ 

Henorabie Slrt • ' *V"-* TY ^rL-yJ \ ••;•> ;’:•/* • v ' -V ••-•v-.’-t- 

I, the undersigned, take up and petition, aasrcisiog 
right of qrlloffiaft, la behalf of DOCTOR FOCRS of too Faculty of 
Ataalo Sciences, already eentonoed ty tho Supreme Court of Appeals 
to lb years solitary confinement at hard labor. 

Taking cognisance, as natter of faot, of his arraignment 
before his Judges, called on to defend the Atomic Energy, Cosa-hydre, 
Cltro, Cycle secret — In asking appeal not in any «ay connected vith 
its degrees of integration, fabrication, practises rightly reserved 
for (ssoret) teres, which in the beginning, his knowledge of the 
structure end defense of it prejudice* his Judges end gives right 
to sentsnea. ■;.*.? ’’ •/.. -;v /•'/••• • ;; 

During his dangerous ordeal, debarred through a possi> 
'bllity or impossibility" snolosurs irrespective (of) bis will to 
be able to reply to Jurisprudences (lnaoctanso) by publicly oiting 
h£frs*lf~satUfaotlon regarding splitting the itcs. 

)(Y The present (uncsrslg&sd) party being dassd, and acting 

crln order to appeal and with liberation as objective, of faro to yon 
v homage £y virtue of, and rightly being Vaster, and (also) hie 
distant coordination end his highest regards. : ! , 

• 7": (iiRnod) ink iicsm (or hichcmix) 

- ' -* r * • W Avenue da Pars • ' 

. ; Y St OUles, Brussels (Bslgiua) ;^ :^' , 

(Sent toy Registered Kail, postmarked at Brussola, ?A5/5lj envelops) 
(addressed to "Master of the Request Root, Court of Juatioe, Palace) 
(of Justios Washington - Nee fork U.5.A.") 

Translator's note* This disjointed letter wy have been tranalated 
into ftrenah from another language. 


os-/-?'* 


IWE QRi-iAiIOH ON THE CASE WAS PROVIDE AY ATTftRHEV flrUFRAL SIR HARTL EY 

SKA WCR OS TZZ 1 TS £ ECQMMFU D AT T TO H fir-T^ - 

^>c.Ci\t.JAtiY JAMES CHUTEK to£. ' \ 

'"^ucno, A G EK i'IA W NATitf£ ONCE EMPLOYED AT THE HARWELL ATOMIC LABORATOB 
WAS SENTENCED TO H YEARS. IMPRISONMENT. IN MARCH FOR PASSING ATOMIC / 
SECRETS TO RUSSIA, 

12/20— JLU5P 



AUG 14.1951, 

" 4SBI1 ' CT0k news 
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Director* FBI 




cc - Mr . Lad d 
■* #r. Belmont 

Mr • Tan Xoon 




xjlavs rtrcMS 


December 16, IbST, 


The fourth of tfc* series of articles tn the 4 

Washington Timet Morel* newspaper concerning tho tkoft 
of atomto oeoroto by tho Soviet* end written by Bob 
Conoidtno of tho International Mow* Service, appeared 
on December IS, 1951 • It made mention that subsequent 
to fuch§ * return to England tn 1942 from an internment 
eamp tn Canada, Joseph Ooobbele reportedly furnished 
British eecurity vta Switeerlond with o dossier on ruche 9 
Communist activities in Germany fcut that this information 
was ignored as an effort to oeporate the Allies . 


J e would appreciate having your comments tn 1 

• A 

cc - Lead Attache 3 ‘ ' ; >/ »A | 


cc - Legal Attache 
London , England 


SECRET AIR COURIER 


cc - Foreign Service Desk 


CtossHfci by 
Oeclasstly on: 




3 \ftftr 


Clanjjied hy W« E£<Jj> A £./»**> 
Exempt from CDS, Ceteoor P Q } 3 r 
Date of DechuiificH oa Imfefiaito W 


*mi ed from wram eivf 


DEC 18 1951 / r, 

RECORDED- 2ft t > J ■~ ><3 ° 0, '<■ 

, rrcs.Mijt . fr v *r 

SKfiH 


63 JAN 14 1952 



1 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
Fils No. 


i ; f-- . 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDEHAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Liaison Office, -Ottawa, Canada 
January 22, 1952 


J 


P 


Director, FBI 


Re: EMIL JULIUS KLAUS FUCHS, was. 

ESPIONAGE - R 


Dear Sir: ' 

Forwarded herewith is a handwritten letter dated 
January 13, 1952, signed ’Mrs. B. Covapfhuchs, 6751 Ingram 
—•St. Forest Hills, L.I.” This letter was directed to the 
Canadian Navy, and also forwarded herewith is the envelope 
in which it was received and which was postmarked 4:30 P.M. 
January 14, 1952, New York, New York. The envelope was 
addressed to the Navy Intelligence Department, Ottawa, 
Canada* 


The RCMP forwarded the enclosures without comment 
except to state that the letter would appear to constitute 
the ramblinga of some person with a very imaginative or sub- 
^normal mind who alleges to be the wife of "Dr. Klause Emeel 
Oihuchs." / <> rl 




This material is forwarded for record purposes 
and any action considered necessary. 

Very truly yours, 




4-750 (Rev. 4-17-85) 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


« Director, FBI (63Si^805)/ 

* SAC, Rev York (65-2^13^ 

OBJECT: EMIL JULIUS KLAUS FUCHS 

ESPIONAGE - R 


BERTHA RIBAKOVE, was: 
Ribakove Fuchs, Cove Fuchs, 
B. Cove, Bertha Cove 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


DATE: 4/15/52 




The following information is being furnished for the information of 


On VlO/52 Miss RUTH THOMPSON, Embassy Tours, 147 West 42nd Street, 

New York City, advised that RIBAKOVE FUCHS had booked a tour for travel through 
England, Holland, Belgium, Switzerland, Italy and France, commencing 6/25/52. v 

Miss THOMPSON stated that RIBAKOVE FUCHS would leave on the "Queen Mary" on this ./ \ 
date and return on 8/26/52. According to Miss THOMPSON, RIBAKOVE FUCHS stated * ' * 
she was born in Russia and married to one "FUCHS", the atom spy. She stated / 

that she corresponds with FUCHS and is going to Europe to help him escape. 

She further stated she wanted to get into Russia and said she had the necessary nO 
V connections. She presented U. S. Passport #427856 and paid $100 by a Manufacturers A 
Trust Co. check signed B. COVE. During her conversation with Miss THOMPSON she . 
at one time or another used all the aforementioned names . \ 

A review of the files of the New York Office reflected that on 6/28/51 ^ 
Mr. ALBERT DAVIS, Davis Optical Coii?>any, 71 West 23rd Street, New York City, 
advised that he had been making eyeglasses for one Mrs. RIBAKOVE since 1936. On * 
6/27/51 she was in his office and in a discussion of the international situation ^ 
mentioned that Dr. FUCHS, the atomic spy, was either her husband or a friend. \J) 

As a result of this information, Mrs. BERTHA RIBAKOVE, 6751 Ingram Street, 

Forest Hills, New York, was contacted at her home by agents of the New York Office F 
on 10/29/51. When advised that the inquiry was concerning Dr. KLAUS FUCHS, she jQ 
stated that she could not talk to the agents inasmuch as Dr. FUCHS lived next door, g 
She insisted that this Dr. FUCHS was the same British scientist vho was convicted 
of espionage in Great Britain . It was the agents ' opinion at that time that she E 

was mentally unstable. It was also noted that the occupants of the house next 3 

door were Mr. and Mrs. PHILIP RCMAEEK. ^ ~ 

On 4/16/51, Mr. A. L. SIMMONS, of Simmons Tours, 1350 Broadway, New e 
York City, advised that one Miss BERTHA COVE, 6751 Ingram Street , Forest Hills, o 

New York, had spoken to him concerning a European ' tour and during this conversa- 3 

tion had advised him she wanted to meet MILTUCHS on her tour. 5 


It was the opinion of Miss RUTH THOMPSON and Mr. A. L. SIMMONS that 
Mrs. BERTHA RIBAKOVE was a psychopath. j ^ / 


I , S ( iapr 17 


RAM.-HC 


Letter to Director 

NY 65-15X36 


In view of the above information, the Bureau might consider 
advising CIA and/or the State Department in order to prevent any unnecessary 
investigation in the event that BERTHA RIBAKOVE discusses hei* alleged relation 
ship with Dr. FUCHS while traveling abroad. 4 




IttDORWD 


^5-jaao) - 


: m*i \ : :m »» *9» ^ V ■ . * I ' = V/ ;; \/. v ] : ; ; , ' , 

fbi Hr. BooaU L.Heboleoe ) - *' ■ ^ v-.- 

■•■•' Chief , Bttlaloa of Security . . 

Office «f Security and Consular Affair* 

Beparteant of State 
Washington *5, B. «« 

Dmi jMn Bdgar |d9 W| Mwctflc 

Federal Bureau of Investigation C0 ?TAIN1© 

Sdb>eti KSZKA EMfflPn, Ska kse2:k JS 

Blbakov* Fuchs, Cow Fvhi, BATEi/5/£Z_ B ‘ — ^*7 
? It Cow | Bar Utt Cow — "^7 ’ j 

yrTa^gTT^mtnrBi xVOBXAStaS CO B C B P CT B 

this Imia ha* received Inf oveation to tba aff act that 
eaptloned individual, eho holla united state* passport # 127856 , baa . 
arranged to travel through Ingland, loilaod, Belglue, Switzerland, 
Italy, and Franca, sailing aboard the Queen Mary on June 25, 1952, 
and returning to the United States 00 August &S, 1952. 

Xt baa further teen reported that this individual, <sfe@ 
alaiaa to ham bean bears in tussle and also elates to b* Harried to 
*Vnebs,* tba stem spy, baa stated that aba corresponds with Fuchs and i 
go in g to Surppa to help hte escape. Allegedly, she further stated 
teat she Heated to cat into Susa la and that aha bad tha necess a ry 


Inforastion free another source has also been received to 
tea effect that in discussing tha above -oentioned tour of Xurope, this 
individual stated thet aba eanted to *set Fuchs on bar tour. 

Both *T tea sources of tea above lnforostloa heve expressed 
tea Opinion that this parson is * p sy chopath, j . 

Oar files reflect teat a* October S9, 1951# Mrs. Berthe 
Ubekovt, 8751 Xagnua Street, Forest Hilt, B*v Tort, tea int ervlsved 
by Agints of this Bureau la vtev of lafonation received to tha affect . 
teat tea bad stated test Br. Fates, tbs ftp* spy, ess sitter her hus- 
band or e friend. At tea ttee of tela inquiry* **. ftttekove elvlaed 
tha Agents that aba could ate talk to then ineenucb ea Br r Fuchs lived 
next door. Sba insisted that this Br. Fuchs teethe sans ^British 


ociastiat eho eaa convicted of espionage ’’tn 1 




_ E JV : GAS :EM R 
" A'H. mwso^v 

* 7 m ~5 


OCURXW XBF0SMAZZQI1 


tat Britain. ) It «e 

I'Ptkj 


iufojTtvN 
i,o-/S- ?sT 


fht fores oing tnforaatioa la being atdt atrailabla tt 
jfOtt with the thought that It Mgr protant oantceaaa rj tsraatlga- 
tloa la the affiant that Urn. Bibakov* iltcMttt bar alleged 
r ela t io aahlp otth Pacha ehiie trarallag abroad. 


•e - Mxecto* 

©antral Intelligence Agency 

fit 30 K street, Sorthvaat ST fncUL MtsaDOBB 

Veehlngton, B. 0. 

Attention! Mr. Igreea B. Kirkpatrick 

AaalrUnt Blraetor for Bpaelal Operation 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


tar Deleted under exemption(s) 




material available for release to you. 


with no segregable 


Q Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that 
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). Y ou will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


1 I For your information: 


taT The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

65- SS30S- /3A3, 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 
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hmi reportedly com to Gent* ft, We* Msxlco, is a attempt to improve her 
heaving. fbo vm described tj informants m somewhat turntable and wj 
wndevslopod omotlon&Uj- for bor age. Bhe w else said to tyrn i tpen}y7r 
pro-tusoisn iz4 emmsanlotlc Tim sod to etfescrlbe Ao^ahd food C—nnUtU 
literature. . ' - " * v ..... . >• . • ■ . . 

St vu reported that Botblat and Orant bod become ecfnelatad 
While students ot the gnivwrslty of Liverpool. While at Bit* 7, Botblat** 
wlf* vm otlU la Poland, end ho U eeid to hevs told Xlaboth Groat that 
bo Intended to return to reload at the oaxllaot possible Mast) that ha 
disliked Bit* T and had rofuestod a tranafar to CeUferala Which vm refused 
because ho knew too such about tha project; and that ha lataadad la tha soar 
future to ask for hi* releaea ao that ha cotOd return to Poland* In the 
maantimt, It vu atatad, Betblet' visited Grant ovary Sunday for oovoral months 
discussing ComvuntBin and aar hanging Communist literature with her, thus 
Sousing har ta became aoro snthoalastic about c— inrttm. 

Information «u obtained by MD trm a eonfldentlal informant to 
tho Off act that an Bscember 3, 1944, Grant had spent tha satire day vriU 
Botblat daring vhleh time both had drank intoxicant* with tha roault that 
Grant became intoxicated. In this condition, according to the informant, 

Grant expressed love for Botblat and vm anxious aa ta what aha mould do in 
tha event ahe had a child by him, in thla occasion Grant tald tha follovlng 
story of Botblat 1 a plans t 

Ba Intended to leave lot Alamos either am B oc emher 7 or 8, 1944, \ 

fer Washington, U.C., and Bov Sorb, It regueeted Grant to prepare a list of 
all people she knew la Liverpool aad London and ho specifically asked for a . ■ 
latter of Introduction to one of her frlende, Lawrence M ill i gan, eho eat fr A 
Secretary to tho Brltlah Minister of Leber, Been* Botblat* s avowed plan 
van to tall from Wev lark city Beemrter 15, 1944, to return to Snglaal shore ; 
he intended to subsequently Join the BAY and eateh far aa opportunity to go 
oa a mission over either Boleal er tussle, dace over either « T these oountrlas 
ho Intended to parachute out of the plana. Bo Olalmed that la either of these 
oountrlas ho could at eace ooatact persons she could Introduce him to people 
latereetod ta the fmmnalat eaaee. Be said kts purpoae wee to go to the 
Buoelsae end tell him ell he bars about tha formula sad mark at Loa Alamos, 
aad he boasted that while tho beads of tha preset did mt think he hats as 
much as ho did he had obtained a great deal of knowledge of the vork both at 
Lee Alamos aad other plaoee in the Melted Btatom, Botblat stated that ho 
mould acvt tftm world from oaother war by glviag Russia aU possible eld la 
mentoring the desired wec#«n aa ha believed that if tho Melted Btates Mitered 
the problem firms It weald became e«q*rlsr to Russia la etrwagth aad probably 
go to war with Buaala. Oraat also said that the eouroe ef Botblat** un- 
happiness at Lee Alamo* was hie ecu* tent awareness that "they" did not trust 
Russia mod wars pUttii* against tussle, gho also sold that Botblat elalmad 
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There is attached the file which hag been maintained in the 
Laboratory in connection with the above captioned matter. It is desired 
that this file be maintained as an enclosure behind the main file in the 
Records Section. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON D. C. 


»’v*.-S^ ( v}A -.-y-.-V 3$’--* '•• •’"* •:?*•■ 't ' . .'*vS: 

: f ' f- *'?•«»•'' mi«w»- the *eyert tf tte BZ Utoraterjr da fee eaarta* V* 
'* •■‘‘? : atlea «f eridaaee w e i l Ti d froa year offl.ee with tve separate letters to 

a»7 is, iteo. «4 «n<«M «t*mitt«d ^ihiyw iMt iffiM with t iitur 

/ v .**teA Itagr to. 1MO. ;-.r .-;v •-. :*:•>.** v-rS^-.^ 


' AXBAXAM UOfBUll 

wsficmxm - a J 


® s axo q 


( \ Jotm Edgi' H< 




. * -•;,4 •, 

* ■ Cuwmtioa wqiint^ by: 


SfclUdaiphla a»4 Iw brie 


D-116539 11 

B- 116 MO n 


Utters bit* Saar 90* 1960, ipt»7 10* !•». •-'■ 

toSm***: Cfetai 

OecIsisiJy on:T 0AD& -* 

S-llMto to -v— :r:- ; 

Sabaltted *7 mublphla with latter dated Kay SO, lt«^ 

, 11 rin-pt^i typewritten doeneat, together with a oarer Meat, 
Satitled •SBOHAL D1WOS2Q1 — ▲ WOSMWW.*.* •• &-J ... 

' A.116M0 xt 1 ■'/ ' v ^ : . - •.•'••*?> -h* y : - ' N\>\ t.y-:* •: 

tohaltted h j Philadelphia with latter dated May 90* Ittti '• * ,% 

W Ugh* the ate «f paper, hearlac kaosa haadurltUf aad ttaipilktlai 
af uni «o». ;. 


■ t 'J. ' felaltted tj Sew brie with latter dataA May 10 , ltoO#; 4 /. 

photographic eepy af a ale e pe gs typemittea artieie ea 
4 . ^ fenaui HfTOSlOS eeatainia* a Match aad eeae haadpriatla* > 

1 - m ^ a * 

; ■ toeloaare • Metered feeeUd Mlvsf? *>k^7V>.- >' : *V ■ 

»- Sew Terk - aaclerora - tpeelal Ballrarj j 
1- Saahlactoa field S 

1- dlbaquerque - Air Mall ~ 

fe«e aaa - : W’ OeatUmed ea aazt aa^e 


BT.Tl :AB 





0 ^ WI alee concluded that the trpivritlM m the ' v 

^ anginal deoenent represented by qpi vat prepare d am the same 

typewriter at that used to prepare the typewriting on specimen 
XI. The erlglaal deenaent represseted by qpi la Bet a earbai 
•opy, however, ef XI. v; • "-£7'.' 

put the leek ef sufficient sharpness ef detail 1 b ^!&v‘ 

\ %6l. it It aet believed that aatiefeotory enlargements earn be , 

£ add# ef thle dpeeinta fer presentation la eteri testimony, If • \ 

eenrt testimony le contemplated la thle eaee. it It eoggetted 
that the original negative* frea which QjSl vat aade be submitted 
laboratory, The original specimen nheuli. tf Mine, be _ 
vubmltted if It becomes available. 

An teem at the XI 1 ton Xottl regittratiam card it 
w , received it trill >e eeaparei with the handwriting ef BASST OOL».__ ^ 

The eriginal evidence, XI, it returned herewith te 
year office. Photographic copies ef thle epeoiaen are attaehed i 
V t9r r°«r effiee eed alee fer the lew fork office. . fpeoineno Ml / * % 

J eel X3 are retained In the X«reaa«e hie. ■ ■■■ x *!- 
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Laboratory Work Sheet 


Re: fOXASB 

tSnCfiAOE - R 


File f 
Lab. # 


la ms omn® 

Examination requested by: •*'••** 

Date of reference communication: H b*® R-37"^0 Date Received: 

Examination requested: Dgcussa& 

Result of Examination: Examination by: BaMgTOO 

, 

INFORMATION CONTAINED 



ALL INFOR ■ -Tior- 


Specimens submitted for examination 


Mk Wfctar to KrUUl SelaoaMo^haCT^giiiUd la Ink, fro* tt»STAHTU UTiZUOS^ 
Mnreroa aide bearing raplj handfcariatod la pweil« datod l$50l 

alao aa a nr olopo addreaood to Rr* BQNSTASTXS UPAUWOS, final Bra. I* FUCB3 
SCXKSUAR. 

X$ BxlU onvalopt and acog y n y lng lottor , datod Jwugy, l9SO t b — rin g lwa*» 
If amlcpe iMmNd 


nriaVlag la 

HKDttUS, 


to firaf* t*. Sail faaha, trm mSTML 

tt fipoarlttaa XaUor fcwy ID, 1»0, to Bro, msSL ffBBMBXflBUS, 
ftaa SMZL |8B89t 

17 toMrUUa lotUr dotod tovj 10, SftO, to Mn. BMTtt Wfc-*MDUI, 
ftoa KKXL FOCBS* 

fit Skamlapo and aooo a paqying too-page typonlttaa lottor dotod Aqgoot 10, 1941, 
to fro. L HEXUSUAU. fna KUOS FUCHS, 

S9 Bandarxttoo lottor iatod Drabor 1$, im« to Mrs* SUSSL BOBUS, Boa , 

suosrocas. vV t> 


I*?' 5 ? 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON 0. C. - mr *‘ % 1950 


4«BKi U*m •mzc«s#\ *. 

'^E^t^wywirf to m •TSS*^ . 

• •,."/ - ^ T'as-J .EOBHIT ift^KPIONAGE Wjfgjf/ ^ 


r. fOOC&S - : ;r 

isjoauw-* 


-'Clz stified/ty * 
? Deciassiiy oiy 


jssity oiy j 

5 ...<«i. ;v- : r.V v . . 


it# 


roon file wa. m+gut 
^T.LENO.gggj 


John Edg»r Hoow, Dinctor 


kdtWfMro«7<I« WO 


» ssrs.‘a ts: 

ft *®«r *V ***% *• **• * Bm waB " 


U toS?imn«r 1% AMO, to to*, mstn no»- 

» toto* Mto A^»u, 

- A ^ : v , A/V » v ..'•. 


fte hwijrlatlas m U « to g. <* »,%!»■* *»* * * * 
•a mA the hw r< w »Hng m 19 ware #t*j*r*d »Mn In* * 

5tSf***ttc«a stoutly m* 


«C tfut laucon. o*«OT.v r— to tfcd* 

tooronriat* jhoi«)tMvi« aapl** of rnttrUl «ai m «« w »*“ 

fuT*r f^«3££U «d 

Bwflcnar* -Ml2|2rpii5ka ^ 

HtBlQE 8 **’ *>* - itxdocur* 

^ 1 f o«Unu«d m »rt 9 * 0 * 


fee* cn« 
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Be: FOOCASE ' 

, ESPIONAGE - R 


»t.t. T’TFORILAIION contained 
.".REIN V UJ ’CLASSIFIED 

DATE . 3 / 


File 

Lab. 


(17— 


# 65-58805 

# D-112995 BE 


LAB. FILE OPENED 


Examination requested by: Bureau 


Date of reference communication: Memo dated 2-27-50 Date Received: 2-28-50 


Examination requested: Docujnent 

Result of Examination: Examination by: DahlgrerL 

Amt. if- A" 7 JUJu JtACti ^ y77- 

^ {3^/ /&!>/ j / < t 1<- 

l^jjuth ^ryyylJ^juaJ ^c-«. f **-*-&) — -»«~e -t-~. A/- .T 

/rv>/ r/fMiOU u, os F- 

^ ^ j ^Spe^imen^ ^ugmitted for examination , 


K4 Letter to Krlstel Heineman, handprinted in ink, from KONSTANTIN LAFAZANOS, 
reverse aide bearing reply handprinted in pencil, dated January, 1950; 
also an envelope addressed to Mr. KONSTANTIN LAFAZANOS, from Mrs. K. FUCHS 
HEINEMAN. 

K5 White envelope and accompanying letter, dated January, 1950, bearing hand- 
printing in pencil, envelope addressed to Prof. Dr. Emil Fuchs, from KRISTEL 
HEINEMAN. 

K6 Typewritten letter dated January 10, 1950, to Mrs. KRISTEL FUCHS-HEINEMAN, 
from B£IL FUCHS. 

K7 Typewritten letter dated January 18, 1950, to Mrs. KRISTEL FUCHS-HEINEMAN, 
from EMIL FUCHS. 

BB Envelope and accompanying two-page typewritten letter dated August 18, 1941, 
to Mrs. K. HEINEMAN, from KLAUS FUCHS. 

K9 Handwritten letter dated December 15, 1914, to Mrs. KRISTEL HEI NEMAN, from 
KLAUS FUCHS. 


**■*/ 


CC- New York 
Boston 


1 COPY 


Mr. FLETCHER 


February 27, 1950 


- . jaranSat i ~*J» ' 


i>.,:‘"-^^ ’Mfg ”v,- ; ;s.y" -"'•' 

’j**Jh'&2fm «* * n»n Tv±k '^1 n +.M a ; j V“ - 


;" Tb Have i 
-searched 


specimens of handwriting’ of individuals involved in thi^ -Aase^ V:? - .: /* : ; 
through the National Security File of; the Bur^u. 2 . 


The Boston Office, by report of Special Agent Brenton 5, Gordon, dated - ' 
February 9, 1950, has furnished to the Bureau letters written by various 
individuals involved in this investigation. These letters ere as follows:; 
'■3T : '. ••: \rf /■■'•.■• . .• * '- : ‘X V-wj'- * :-• 

''■}'[ :* “ - ■ i. Letter from Konstantin'' Lafazanos to Krlstel'ftelneman, • .4 i- “ 
•' ■* . with her reply oh the reverse aide, dated January 19, 1950. I. 

4-^-'. • ••r/’N ■; < > - ' -- *• ■■ v 
> i» Letter from KriBtel Heineman to her father, Emil Fuchs, 

.dated January ,1950, in Germany, . tf .j, 

3, Two letters from Emil Fuchs to his daughter, Kristel 
Heineman, dated January 10, 1950, and January 18, 1950. 
y. y .. ^ These are written from the Soviet Zone of Germany. ^ 

V. : A. Two letters contained in one envelope from Klaus Fuchs 

• • to Kristel Heineman. The first, dated August 18, 1941* 

.v-iy r is typewritten and has been censored, -^he second is /• ’H 

11 handwritten And is dated December 15, 1964. * • .• *v .•? - 

:• ■•' . ••'** -... V r; ^-- 

The foregoing letters are examples of the handwriting, handprinting, and 
typewriting specimens of the persons named. The first three items named . 
above were obtained through Dr. Rollins K. Hadley, West boro State Hospital, 
We st boro, Massachusetts. They are to be returned to Boston whey they have 
served their purpose in order that they may be in turn furnished to Dr, 
Hadley for his files. The fourth item above was obtained from Robert 
Heineman, the subject 1 $ brother-in-law, and should also be returned to 
" Boston for toe completion of his files.; "The results pf the examination" ‘ .e 
should be furnished .to New York arid Bostm7 ^&>‘' J 'J 


ittOJ 

*■(,?-&*** -ff-f 

n n 2 9 f f. “ r 






A : 


BACJhc • 
65-58805 


It is also requested in view of the fact that these original letters 
are being returned to the Boston Office that six photographs be made of 
s, letters. and. t&air^snvelqpes^ ^o.jAqtographs^ should be. furnished to v 
f ,:&4 tjq .ts>;N«w Iprk .adth the^sults qjitje Laboratory ■£ 



♦ 1 < *‘V- <- vJ 





- 2 - 


Llroator, m 


k v . *Ufc ieaBL ti»U3TlC lU ClWSTUi \mxaMi **M V ;'^'' - ; \ •; V *V-f U * i : 

’’■'l;? :?T TtJbOS fcOCH ; '7*.. 7 ',: 7;.7 ' t /i ± tA 

sr a 

.*.77 r ' ^ V > ' -/ ^ ? v&, - -declassify^ fjfi - ■— ^" ; 

Raferanoe it wAa ta tb« eraloead nr-ort ef ftpaelal leant Bnotoo ft* Gordon 
At Boefc:ti 3& the lxart«ut caaa dated Ffctrjwy ft # i960* 

The Sunw'i Attention La tliraoW to the fdot report )ou not 

boon f^n i w fl fur dl— awlnatlon* ufftMi nMlvK oc;>iea ere raiJottal 
not to dlaawdeate lafor*»tI<w o.'Dtu'nxl herein eicbeut yriftr ^^rwmL ef 

tt* ftmai* -i' 7- ■:■■)■ ■ V . t 

■■>- »!"■■, --/. . ;■ : \ • / . ‘ '\ ' if''..' 3 ;-4,. ‘ 

Tt* bmu lft further tdrlaed that lafcda hare boen boat out by air ndl "'■ 
la 1 Cor to Tm» ioilc* honor!: ■»• Albany to aeeertaln the identity of tola* 
phone auboarlbora tavern to baee boor the recipients of lo»$ dtatanoe tails 

firoa i!*u lAlxso.jaii rsaidaztoa Ll tbo past alr auncha. Infora»bJ7;: «a rwc-VecT 
trvu tiAM ci>i*.cmji will be inoor.-cratou lu tlia next r* ort tuaoatlr^ froa 


Us burean la further aflrieed that Chi tnoloaod !rt(«rt tea base in^arai 
aft a severable reporti i«e %( eeetlaa liktieated o e the Tab la of boxetontt 
pe^p can bo res&vod frou th* rt art *it2<eut naoecaerily affecting Its 
a jctizoiitgr* or rondo rla^; a raarUrn of a particular aaoticn unintelligible* ; 

} . *i • s •■ "-' : r ■* <. •• -i- '- • • .* . ■; f ■ 

For tho ooneanloube of Horn Bureau and off iaaa reoelrlag oopiee af this 
roj-ort* there aro oat forth below tho tltlaa* Buroau flla nunbere and boa too 
fUa auebaro tofiatiiar with a* laoat «no ether raferaaoe of too persona 
sectioned is the report know to have baas associated etf.tb ft ififtHT 
and* tutrafuto* poeaibly In aaac'olntloa with QA£ TO Hi. and D'-ISTEI* 


nuarnr t>suncv 


•A ••.» ’ ••.•'* a "3 - 


^/ui, laii^i»nr 


Tub T. :.b »Jf£T JR* 

lAc-ariti;- 'Jattar (C) 


Bofila 

flosfOft ns-7« ... 

"tspft K ^ « #• «. «aa««» iaatai^ WIT , 

y»‘^' ; -•■ ,•’■ i-... « -7 } 

Bogart ft* JoNi ®. *%rl4acag'ibat«0u VoAl/lft 
>)«fila 100*1900 ' 

fttflU ' '-•71 •'•' 

Ain . saoa «tarty* M*. ^v!L»..7 ' 

Bufilo 100-7SJ23 
tofcfil* l.»C4d6 

f-ai'ort Jauaf A* Braunao* t*w fiarrea* 

10/14/4* ^ 
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3 " i 8 ff>u ASt-t* 

. ... •; i. . V; 

■_W; Sjv' -i-'V-j"' ••.4?_S‘rr yf)-«,U-V 

' ‘ »;y J. cat*** Af - ; = ..v 

toouriv st*t«r X . v 

V ; VDft 

/ • .a .I--.-! 


mucus: i^msar 


fcrfll* luO-^araB ' '•' 

. BoafU* lJO-lVOtt v;..>; 

feaport of *A JkaM fm Mhaa 
•t fefttoa. v . 

tern* UMsaiis >;>. - J.- :/-■ A 

tMfUa 1UO-0S946 . 

IfcttU l&MMli 

Po*fii* 1 o~l77M 

<-*;x>rt *f F, M4 t Jtmors# 

IXkum^ 1£/V*6 


CiaM th» aralotad laaMtlpritlm la tha TOTH o«a t tte 

'••; *** *U t&raa niM an bal«£ MtM *KS11fr 
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Mi MU 
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>, ;7* •/**••• ... - 
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FROM I A* JT. BEIMONI 




subject "TB**TRAIT01 !S"s 

BOOK BT ALAJifffQCREBEAD, 
BRITISH AUTHOR 
ESPIONAGE - R 


{/''r C 

PURPOSE : 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE: June 2, 1352 




ttoV C^rTAIirSD 


213 inform that an advanced copy of captioned 
book, confidentially furnished by the Legal Attache, 
London, has been reviewed and found to contain no critical 
statements about the FBI . 

DETAILS : 


Attached letter dated April 28, 1952, from the 
Legal Attache , London, enclosed undeveloped negatives of 
an advanced copy of captioned book, which had been reviewed 
by the Legal Attache and described generally as an attempt 
to whitewash the previous Labor Government and the British 
Security Services in connection with their investigation of 
the cases involving Klaus Fuchs, Allan Nunn May and Bruno 
Pontecorvo . 


The Legal Attache requested that the possession of 
this advanced copy by the Bureau, received by him. from 
Rebecca Vest, English authoress , be kept strictly confidential . 


I 


Attached also la the * Saturday Evening Post n for 
May 24, 1952, which features an article entitl edf~'!*Tra itor 
Klaus Fuchs: He Gave Stalin The A-Bomb ,* by Alan Moorehead 

This is stated to be the first of a series of four articles 
to appear in the "Saturday Evening Post." A review of this 
article reflects that it is based on captioned book . 




Prints of the negatives submitted , which are attached, 
reflect this book of 222 pages (pages 36 and 37 missing ) is 
divided into 14 chapters as follows: 


COPIES 

I a?SN0VM!Wt 

B 4 JUN 1 7 1352 


/ 


Chapters 1-3 (Pages 5-47) concern May 
Chapters 4-11 ( Pages 48-169 ) concern Fuchs 
Chapters 12-13 (Pages 170-200) concern Pontecorvo S 
Chapter 14 (Pages 201^22) contoins the author's ' 
conclusions . 


Jtticimenu 


»tcog;l ts-j-sscs-ifaf , \f- 






it 


The chapters concerning May were reviewed by 
SA J. E* Wallace, and the chapters concerning Pontecorvo 
were reviewed by SA K. ¥- Dissly * The balance of the 
boot was reviewed by SA Em J* Van Loon * Mo criticism of 
the FBI was noted . 

Briefly, the book takes up each of the three 
above-mentioned cases in a well-written and interesting 
manner * A rather detailed characterisation and background 
sketch of each subject is included along with considerable 
theorising as to what factors might have led to or might 
explain the actions of these men. Insofar as the facts 
of the cases are concerned , the book was found to maintain 
a very high degree of accuracy . 

The major portion of the book concerns Klaus 
Fuchs . is mention is made of various abilities and traits 
of Fuchs in a favorable tone, the book may be said, broadly 
speaking , to treat Fuchs in a somewhat sympathetic vein f 
however, there ie no question that the author does not 
condone the actions of Fuchs • At the end of the book he 
states Fuchs was basically a man who would always refer to 
his own conscience first and society afterwards , that there 
is no place for such men in an ordered community , and that 
they belong where Fuchs now is, in Stafford Gaol . 

On several occasions throughout, reference is made 
to the fact that in 1934 the German Consul in Bristol, 

England, had advised the Chief Constable of the city that 
Fuchs was a Communist in Kiel, Germany. Briefly , this is 
disposed of on the grounds that it was not illegal in England 
to be a Communist, that the source was considered a tainted 
one, that In 1941 , when Fuchs was considered for work on 
atomic research, this source was no longer available for re- 
checking and that in the interim, while Fuohs held left- 
wing views among his friends, he never joined the British 
Communist Party or committed an act which indicated his 
allegiance to Cowauni s». 

A statement is made that after Tuchs arrived in 
the United States, having been cleared by the British , there 
was no further investigation into Fuchs' credentials and 
in the ensuing two and one-half years, no other check was 
made upon him* On this point, the author argues in the last 
chapter, which is devoted to support of the British security 
practices , that the doctrine that a man who is once a Communist is 
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always a Communist is fallacious , that a man's politics 
change through the years and that there was every evidence 
before the authorities that Fuchs toad changed from a German 
refugee to a loyal British subject. It is stated that 
therefore the authorities had no right to refuse Fuchs 
employment in 1941 on the grounds that he had been a 
Communist eight years before , "even if they had known this,” 

It is further stated that in the absence of any further 
evidence against him the authorities had every right to 
clear him to the Americans in 1943, and to admit him to 
I Harwell in 1946, 

It is pointed out in this connection that 
Fuchs was never accepted on trust at any stage of his progress , 
It is said that he was the subject of a police investigation 
into hi3 record when he was first employed on atomic researoh 
in 1941; that there was a second investigation a year later 
when he was naturalieed; that he was investigated a third 
time when he was sent to the United States in 1943 , and 
a fourth time when he returned to England in 1946 to enter 
Harwell , Elsewhere, it is pointed out that this latter 
investigation, which lasted five months, unfortunately 
coincided with a period during which Fuchs was inactive in 
Soviet espionage. 

The fact that Fuchs was seeing Hussion agents 
during all of this time is noted and the question of why 
British Security failed to observe Fuchs in these meetings 
is raised. It is answered by adding up Fuchs' meetings with 
Soviet agents to a total of some thirty in number and 
showing that over the seven year period they averaged 
approximately 4 meetings per year, and were nearly all at 
different places and of short duration, perhaps IS minutes 
or less. It is then stated ”It seems a little much to 
expect of Security that they should have been on guard 
for four odd quarters of an hour in a man's goings and 
comings over twelve months. Unless they had reason to 
suspect a man such surveillance of the atomic scientists is 
manifestly absurd - it would require a vast army,” 

Regarding the suggestion , said to be prevalent 
everywhere that Fuchs would have been caught if only 
American Security had not accepted the British clearance 
but applied their own particular methods to him, it 
is stated that American Security methods have failed as 
the British have. It is said there were other secret 
Communists besides Fuchs inside Los Alamos and they were 
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American citizens who passed American clearance tests 3 
and that no loyalty test is going to trip up that kind 
of traitor , In the next paragraph it is painted out 
that it is an entirely profitless business to go matching 
American Greenglasses and Golds against British Nunn Mays 
and Fuchses . It will be noted with respect to this that 

I it was the Manhattan Engineer District that was the American 
Security Agency which accepted the British clearance of 
Fuchs . In addition to Greenglass t the author possibly 
has in mind the publicity occurring from time to time con- 
cerning other individuals engaged in atomic research such 
as Martin David Kamen Frank Oppenheimer , and Joseph Woodrow 
Weinberg , though Oppenheimer is the only one of these three 
who was at Los Alamos. The activities of these individuals _ 
relate to the period if the MED ; 3 responsibility. 

The high degree of factual accuracy and the defense 
of British Security would seem to suggest an influence of MI-5 
in the preparation of Ms book. 
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April 28, 1952 
Director, FBI 


yvQ 


JBfeORBr - AIR COURIE] 

», H n 


j FrojftL- Legal Attache, London - (65-721) 

J subject i ^PDOCASE 

There are attached ten film packs contain 
^ developed negatives of an advance copy of the book ~ , 

«« "THENKOTDRS" , by AlanHJoorehead, which was confidentially 
ma made available to writer by Rebecca^st, the English authoress. 
]&>• 

53 In making this advance copy available to writer, Miss 

5?§ West commented that the book, according to her sources, is a 
c a personal attack against her as a result of several articles she 

v S' wrote regarding the PDOCASE in which she criticised the British 

Government and the Security Services. She also complained that 
Uoorehead had access to confidential documents in connection 
with the Alan NhmXiay Case, the Foocase and the'^ontecorvo Case, 
to the exclusion of other British newspapermen ana writers. ” 

3 : > * According to her source, Moorehead was commissioned to write 

this book by Clemenr^tlee, former Prime Minister, and officials 

^ , of the Ministry of Supj&y with the understanding that he attack 

^ Miss West. s v 

s rib . ) This book has hpen-revi e red by write r and it appears 

/ ,y ‘ ; that the attack on Mis a West is of a very mild nature. Generally, 

J- . v it can be described as an attempt to white -wash the previous 
Labour Government and also the British Security Services in 
W j connection with their investigation of these cases. ' — 

It is requested that the possession of this advanceu, 
copy by the Bureau be kept strictly confidential. ~ { 
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/$&! *a4 fcnome ainepMjk 

;,%'f ti'af tboK which xccmal «a be ofsjwiil iftcoaL^ ,y ;■ .;»- < 
pfc.. Goarako. then *tfd WflUy^ w4«* ^ awou 
haibem bom saxkbwugbt «p» Som.Rww. wo 
£ "6 he had been just two yew m Ca*d*. JBot iu *hc*c no \ ear. 
.V : '3; be had marvelled m the goo* tb*t*oe told m the th«>|tt, -i 
the freedom aod Fncr^Wss wnfa which the Catiadwu v,.-jt 

^bout duvr daily livOi and be fyul growo eo (ktcu dt<- **y 

! V>» which these people vm b**% <b***d «*» ipi<«l *',. 
wiwa then only {babe bed bom m help R«m* in dw *u - 
rungof tbc .W And *>w that- h» taw abroad *«*>*.- 
iu4 ** *** ‘ kcidc4 u ‘ i“ s 
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n»g\ foe toil wa» going to lead on to the Americana, 

Hairy Gold, David Grtengla**, Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, 
and many other*. . » •> 

. .v t Allan Nunn May stood in the most immediate danger; Hi ' At: \ 

- . . name under the code -word * Akk’ was actually menttonod in 

‘ , " the correspondence Gouzenko brought out of the Ruuun -• : 

i . * . , Embassy. Dr.. May crossed the Atlantic still unaware of the 

\ ; ''\ : r face that was hanging over turn and he settled down with every 

. . outward appearance of a placid academic existence a* a k 
■ turer in physics at King’s College, London. It was there in the 
si- following March, that a detective-inspector from Scotland ^ 

2 ; ; 1 Yard met Dr. May at be was coming from one of his lecture* 
w* jf and told him he was under arrest. . ■ ,, •;? ,,j:j ; '■ 

■ K “ ne **>• Nunn ***/• «e»* prototype for all the , f 

wm not only the fim of the major atomic spka to, be M 
tfromsaMi.he also revealed the pattern by. which ikady aU 
-dre otheo On be recognized. He revealed, in fact, that wc were ' . r ^ 
4rnlkg with ««uirely new jott of mutor; a man wbo gavr i? 

W etow >** for .money or for power or through fo*r<r > r ; 

■ Wdtif-the.iwvefse attraction of the act of spying, or «vc*4*S&* 

^hetm«ke bdkve«l»*a political fcith, He betrayed £% 
: '--far. ■bm4.hiaud( m-mmmoa of information of the 

’•'Vf vjw !^ n# ‘W yaluu and. with an Olympian confidence decided that “.r 
*•***• P"**®® *» the' good of mankind. He.dii this 
S' ' # jp#W»«*igb: tdhst.pwn foe will be had taken an oath. that be‘^4? 
m *> .it This wnrtaDMtiusg new in the 

; . ,i ’y|jr | gqpM»trfy ; r .|j 

Vx £&%■.*** **“<* wml omxtrt in then xtmm^bkk-¥^. : 
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Rschs. and lfotuncbcvo, ddfcmd^ neuu l y hl Aefr fohitti 
. thfo background^ sad their private JawHw.-'" 1 
‘‘ Nationality has nothing mudi w do with the matted Mass . 

■.{;•■• Maywas born in England, Fuchs in Germany, and Poncocotvo 
■V4-. in' Italy. The acrual data of their births may, however, he 
■v-v* •> important, for they were all boro* year of two of one another 
v>t' ' at dm esjd of the fust decade of this century and did their *py- 
■;' sag m their ovly thirties; and so they came under the influence 
of the same socceaian of poluical cvennat a special and chaotic 
moment of European history. ■ ' ••'.-,•• 

-J j On the other hand, , a study bf moo and rehgioos does nor 

was a jew while the other two cum from Christian families, 
^■'t.’.Vand none of them wet* very religious mtn. There it nothing 
V,‘ - perverse its their private livest they were neither drunkards, 

drug-takers, nor -pederasts, nor were theymad. Ntmn May 
and Piichk happm to be bachelors and arc of a rearing diipon- 
'V,. if; oarn whik Poiitecotvo s« married with three children and 
£■ - j , by tuturean extrovert, k ti crue they were all unnsoally gifted 
■'■i and hsghlyoducated men — perhaps too highly tn the one Am- 
tk» of phytic*, for there is not much evidence that they took 
any lively mterett m the h»urumitm. They had no lime. 

)f s|! ■: ;{ 'Even m the best 1 of om m nt a accr they would prohablv 
•V v"' never have become founds andfastict, though they met fir 
shon period* m shiferesa places, they barely knew one sikv hr r 
Almoat certainly none of-them knew that the other* were 
/r y wotkmg Sec the Rwtiane until the anon were nude: H»«.fo 

1 0 A POoBQorvo dttpwMd ft n he wtth 'an air of genuine surptix- 
5 &U (Ihougb adtphscitty thaUM may have been take.) 

;^ln following the a u a tw of the three men it n always oeres- 
55 v|. sary to keep the conorospotary pnlstical events in mind, fin 
) "%'Z there n ooncal upde nr at sdm g of their truasun to he had in anv 
othc* vyty. k h fiitikm look hadk at tfaeot wm the ruh 
^g tWkw^ldd-w u.WdxipcditiaoftbemdeweWik^ c *.. 

-v; 
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. . Jcau ,1* pat One hi* ^approach 

Tt^/.W b r ,)» om 4*/ 

4^A^ysaase: 

bccun to look toward* the S0vwt;RephMM - aaAe^eio^hrifc 
b^e in an unpamWo world., • -v- : '*! . dohj w* * 

'. Then. About thc.owc they. were taking u*x degcec^ind 
moving on tp. poU-gtaduMfl.reicMtH (Nupn^May. at C»mq 
bodge. Fwdu at JCtd. and Poncecorvo «i Rome) ihp Rricfctm* 
m Berlin w» burned down. ibeNaw beg»ekgK<fc»i*min** 
frog of the jrwt andtbc Commiimua. and from -dial iznonicliC 
(the jpong of J#J j) W»» W Europe wo* pacMcly calculated! 
to ratrcnchuihe : itnptowwble Wowing atndcatiio K.Utt 

, A*1A ouw.wm.U# tnta, ; » ba-A* otJyvf^ Wifhmjuj 
. ; ! £ . !: “ yean these fohoW MuiiolitnV attack on Abyfonia*; tfaa 
I ■‘: > i JtpvMc ; aggreaion in 43»a*jfe.. Spank dvil ww.-ihe 
... ; V •' Awchluw, Munich. the German iei*«eaf Prague and fiaallyv 

the owe* of the wmii»elfc,£>«jy w doa^iMetued.'*^ 
j iy '; dtemm tore, tfaw RU*o» and the i<fi wring bad, been tight wntafc. 

i \ dm.fcegntta«»>thf Fucut* had mbr dawjysd And»>fo * ,''■! 

■ ' \ ■ y k&wmtfttfrip p^ Ueme At heapL.polier^tC deafcm % 

- popidaMod Mwdy Wpl awwnc*b*ifpd*^ , .i 

•’*••« % '■:/, gq*«ba*d.i»nfigrqt^^ — : 

• :•• V Wfog.hcW.,/' ;4.ii* i*,i * pt^j'i.0 May****** ti.v\ <n: •* Tnwij. 

i; v Jeffctibb|K**n*bp««*t>f»pc4a^ 

.; «n» tfAoww* »f P*». 


v •'>>1 •/; < V $ *' 4 ->- 'V 

, ; ■- - ,], ; t ; . >, ,{v‘fC^ - - f ' : : ' 

m iimiM> , 


■".« of then conduct and part of Ae 

'dom that cwediiicorit* fo dw foHowmg w»4 k«* 


ns rfWry diA l W twwtid oa the general { -r 

j&mj u+'-tM <aKMsn or 4tafa whoj-euAred fraca wnc 
d iya«e or aberration in thebtaiarboc rathaa «bat Any arc no 
vattnrioa of tbcaety-iaetf Aat thcy vt#* *** Ayw, 
^npwowio^tf ^tbe #Mbtk aAiA«e%i«4i^C*m«t^ 

5er*wi i" « 

^ 14^V. WtW ■« wonld atircrtavebeMd oi<faem.far 
' ri«? «ooU have hnd no grttf »ociw» » bemf ind A* Ra«*» 
Sroiki nocitovfc bodtemi '*&***■ Bur Ary »«c-fhyw»i 
and they found Aesmshw for n-Aoi^thw* » «* » 
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and they found tteoaetm wrawniw — -- - 
•igNMfetMKllKy Klivod at a note* of txwvw Wi^by a--- 
uWt. TVy'fcnino«afoing in thruie of po^-fNoneofAnn 
throng pofaicnl 

lelectfoMi orlyf aiifodofan Uti»<nry pti«aott, Power amply 

hpii«* **&>**"'' -'■■ •*•»•* ■••• : ' v ' v 'v . 

« Tfeidv-nh^ | JCf Oew-dP A *ew» ban# « opportunity of 
totOfV. h« tbfooWhad that oppo*tumty- Tlpr 

vat not profeiionai «d*.^Thi 7 educated men **». 
hke motf formed idea* about the pohuol 

vMcmr of the- world and (artlike the mt of u.) w«e *ud- 
daily lira wr opportnniry of taking direct action Why 
nW bvh*Ib ■pmltdat ahonld have turned traitor when th. 
*** majority of Aek cotogie* Ad oot-thi. rarely u a 4 ,un- 
tioo dbaebaa got re be amwerad if-we are going to know »W 
.yncoring'^f wcurky ever again } foe thae will be others lu. 

h -' 

*W«o th«wt» wht*e maiVfoyakiet redly lie and Aw i 
4em m their iey*ka. J i6 that we dull know an enemy i. 
i tend. We bave abo goi to know whethet the teemuy . r- 
Warn Britain and North America Wandered over tbeve nu 
■dad wbothef tamr tperiW ptoaction agaimt the., kind » 
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ny ^ .iU A B wn rt htfoA lw*M«P«ifc'tA* •<y^rh:4T V5 

rr ^^. M M ^ipbpctM»4.td«BA « »i ^ ‘‘i 

laMfcfafeifr tfa^riiv.«jA,—i>>W.Stf bwatiGMw^-Wf y 

b the’dutoo byPeiak, Sunca, Bam. ttAffUn *4* fA^f>"- 
fotpolmitiGmsmri. **&-* tefn*nr'yM^\u>far*i 
jgiiriwy —frimt iW f ~f ' 

ipfruTir -t — «- rw^.f ^ >« .i 
oo »«*tft «oifc ;* 
, *f> w Wh y 'S 

faik im wt «nw<h^* >k:>k' ; j? 

vn iUonoua | 

UJ~«w*fc »» ^<LW^Ajp| 

«£ ifa« bo— hwi tqiQMO p^rnl. ^ i^ 

m At ikKnli j»wr4 »i r^>rA w wii w y AcrStitwi^ 
»iwnnnil>inil by «bA»iiwU^t^ J » ffi^.ii^ 
am tarn cfc fhykat*. Hill** md> KovwAvwho u toft f * j 
horn ftfo» *Hi Hfr h*»^b^MWwh^«b«frttt& j 


■ Sx^V-'-wwMRMye^ wwk»fo^^p;» tW <pk y 
Ww'fc * * ***** i j h ^syfo A ^f*^.* ? * 1 *** ^ 

•frj^i-JTlA -jEFf 

Uwy. owa* tbBo*Wn< » t*A 
: MW$im, ^faw^oo»ibr^*jdft»toypokoc4hfl 
-*j^A Iiwii^iKiBk ■ tfafr .BciiiA 
fM;.1pnm& BQfabet. Soac» Brito* immate 

t;; -.Xf 'swm *flfa*d«ucb an**** 6dbba, «»» «o«W*<> ® 
'#rCp ; fctWWk«f the ctpe«iDa>o^'«*k *o Nwh^Amt 
A«»« ^a«q»Mfc^ «ay i*y*jof i* 

■ ’| ; ^--l#aM.' bh»y ■ ml ,*frt |y>y)(y ^<iil i *»H Mi Eagwd 
Ip&i PooMcorwxiB 0«p*h c t ' </ ' ( ^ '* 

r : W V fif’’i'-v>- •*» PPMttOMg «h» MW^ 

Vj w.".j- /; Mp giwaiac by tWiMw* &*•*£/ DW *t»oftfa eB 
i^febtotey tfSappiy. 

,1$ •■% :; ' W othca who 

woau. <** 

'te/book^W-l hboofil. JW»j 5***^ 
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L , w««^‘rftfce BririA farivityin tbeiticaes* and l am 
;v .- todcbtcd totM authoririesfor allowing official* to checkmy 
^nyt.Vcjim the limits of official security, to help me where 
t h ey coold l/ '"' 

• I have alto availed myself of the Government document* 
;i : prfdishcd to Britain, the United States, and Canada in thrlast 
ax year*, of transcript* of the court cases, statements in tbt 
'House of Commom and at Congressional hearing*, and 'if a 
nua of informed but unofficial material which has appeared 
in print once Aese events came to light. *" ' 

... ••= If 1 do not give the name* here of the many people who 
lave helped and encouraged me it b -because there b trill so 
much controversy over these marten, and l do not think they 
should be associated in any way with the opinion* and coo- 
' chniora in thb book. They may agree with me and they 
■ may not The least 1 can do is not to embarrass them. I can 
only hope that they know that 1 remember our meetings with 
gratitude and that they will accept my general thanks. ’ 1 
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T4«?t-fli-.-Wsl!hvl Wti snbidmiJ'ii -ILimn JffltCifii.ajAh.ui 
■ mi iSvi nt JnhwfwWd >J‘.> #>M '% hid vJ 

Utn.ii'-h Id nilwhill. e.»i b‘t,.ubiw . 
L^ij. .(j.-ijhT tytty .? UnmA 
,T*r^ <ifl )u VMt,\-tvit jautftn*>Ml" lr»it acb’i'* vto 
*$vv.o4» !w(T .yih^vyhii** u -nMnixtl od loi. -ni »n^*t ui i>n* 

■ i^unril.ti: jmi* «. l>TfKO > 1 1 1 “jq "V .T.-.;-e si/jy vrlj 

: yniw -d >i rid u- j-.v- «v <iu. Jit.it! vs.-tn vil/, iuiuH 

■ -nt'jMnii! uij in iju.lyfil at Id. -tlq-f.-; i’liit-- tV.i t;vt rjcit 
EviNthe people, who knew Alb* NaxmMay well have fa 
difficulty in .dcacrihing him precisely, though they make thdr 
meaning clear enough. To some he wu*’charm»g, Ay httk 
man with a d*y «**«<» hihei ryirVfVbere r ememb ss c him. a* 
‘oolourlcst’, m/ rather, a mouty littlc chap kkc a suburba* 
bank derikV aa Vvery quidt and rearing’. At the rime of hte 
attest he Wore glasses, he was going bald, and he aifecred t* 
small dark; Hitlerite moustache. He lived alone very quietly, 

a senior reader io physics at King's College. London, on a 
salary of £8 oo a yew: When hi*. acquaintances search their 
memories they, can find link the to say about him. (where 
they will Calk for hours about Fuchs and Pontccorvo). Upon 
one thing, howwi^ they are all agited— that there was 
nothing whatever remarkable about the appearance or the 
manner* of Dr. Nunn May. i i: :v, ... 

He was bom on a May tptt at King's Norton, near Bir- 
mingham in Worcestershire; one df a family of one girl and 
three boys. Hu father was a bra* founder and moderately well 
to da From the first Allan Nunas May was an exception J) . 
hard worker. At tkneen he was a Foundation Scholar at 
King Edward’s School mBitsnmgliam, and from there whobi 
ships carried him on » Treaty Hall at Caubndge. Hu mavu-i . 
at Birmingham recall that he was « solitary boy but not ga x he 
m any way or narrow in hit interests; in hi* written 
he had a very good btetary nyk. U wm fait lint he migia 
have- bcey ji*t as succcasfiil m the b u m a mo et a» m phyuc\ ■> 



r rffaBowhobadvowl fortheJOxfortl 
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M*v «• ptoed-OB * named foe as a *acoriit.&h«dybef«e 
feLr&Sl* Cambridge and taken a 
London Univenity. Hb depaitnw* ww ov^ajed m Bcittoi 
and bo lived at Long «*" 

ncpgwaed now. u the age of nw»iy^imA « » e«qpo^l 
nun in hb field of experimental physic*, w*. one of -the nm 
ftafo. but certainly a man with a ptoiomng ttxudx career 
ahead of him, and he w*s befeiendod by such disti n guis h ed 
mat « ProfenorC. F. TJowdl, who later won die Nobel prize 
for hb work in physics. Thm, icon after the wbepn. he 
moved hark to London where hr wmiod under Sir Chart« 

^Heje 1* combined until die ipring of 194* EU“ found him 
a preebe and imagmanve worker, one of the ablest experv 
nmuina in the phyna laboratory. It was partly on EUb’l 
Kt ommendatio n that in April 194a Nunn May was invited 
w join the Tube Alloys project in the Cavendish Laboratory 
at Cambridge — that same laboratory where Nunn May bad 
worked »o well half a dozen yean before. It was known that 
in the past Nunn May bad been sympathetic to the left wing 
in hb private conversations, but there war nothing unusual in 
bus— to indeed were many other torn tuts who were now 
devoting all their energies to the winning of the war. A pro- 
B mtu man was a sound anti-Hitler nun. In June 1941 Russia 
had been invaded by Germany, and she was our strongest, 
almost our only, ally in the actual battlefield. 

The extreme secrecy of the work at Cambridge was ex- 
plained 10 Nunn May. and it wat then that he ngned the 
Official Secrets Act, which was the same thing as taking an 
oath that he would never divulge the nature or the details of 
hb duties to an' unauthorized person. For the next eight 
months he was at work in Cambridge and from all accounts 
he worked wdL 


; May ** fa ,*»* «*«kr «C 

4w fotom u n a j P^y. or d*t during mac pgbt mppmt be 
W^sjfl contact tfrs £iaw IWtJligpacp Scnricc. On hb, 
arrest jrt7»4d »$e refuse*}. t» idqjjdfy: hh 
made a fhort ffj femcn t coo&qBung.tbe, £acjs already ^apw^ : 
about >1 treason in Gwda, he has oefaed W, further worr, 
mation ever once. It well cou^d be, bowcm,?, due Jbc <M pafc) 1' • , 
some contjta while he . -was .at ft s mbfi dg^ .% 
documcws make it dear that. 

Moscoyr ifnew all about him, .fcjpg %.ON)fMf ^ Mmew <f ■ • 

who instructed CoJowdZabptw. pa QttWito get, in tpudr 

with May. M fre passed syw, flippM m MWWr 1 * •* V v. 

‘Pest reg^ds. frotn ,Tb» 

already kn*w jbt.ppiwqrd and n»y,b»Xt ; 
long. time, even whep he waajtill in pnglawL, t ,vrf. r ~n idti&£v 
Outwardly, in 194a. be? wu inuwened “* 
it so well, that in January, tp4J he waa asked to go^.CUnada^-'^, 
as a «eni«t tnemba; of the Bnriib team wodung with d*fc 
Canadians at Montreal. This organization was a joint Angles-^ * 
Canadian effort, for by now k wa» realized that with 'Britain , ■ 
under extreme pressure in the war a. great deal of the expcp- () . 
mental effort could ,be more profitably done on the other tide , 
of the Atlantic. In Montreal, <00, the Britbh could maintain ( 
a closer co-operation wkb the Americans, besides advancing 
their own heavy-water project in conditions of security and.; 
safety. 0»lk Rivc^ an isolated spot in the open country to 

the west of Ottawa, was lata chosen as the rite for the larger , 

hcavy-watcr pile. For the next two and a half yean; when the 
bomb was perfected and the war won. May moved regularly 
between Chalk River and Montreal and paid some visits to- 
the Argonne Laboratory at Chicago. ■ 

He travelled to Canada in January 1943 on a banana boat 
- with half a dozen colleagues and their wives. He was the only . 
British- bom scientist in the party and the senior member of it. 
Looking back now on that criming, %omc of the memben of ( 


i. aJt * : 

<{QKQy uKXC Hl,,:y 

5ngtobr drawn' 


• sat&ahy activity. 1 One nigbcmefplayed 'do? gamebf nilirden! 1 ' 

‘ li was’ a dd&uh n^cttx Tor ^ijbe 1 pltyef' ivlid 1 Hsuf id find- the ' . ' 

murderer among' the paraphernalia oa^bi biadcrdMJur'deda^ 
j‘ Ot»e of dve 'wfvcs remember* tnrtwh^'it'canibtfr her tnrs''" 

; ! to be the detective d* »W‘M*y standing ther< tAUdlfsopet^ -1; 
dhows ayd apmrmdy ilooffrmfr'tfae garteShe dfatmserfv. 
: bltn from her mind and went ' toff hi dearth of ttt 6ther*.'‘fe’ i & 
was May who fur«d oot »’ be dfe murderer.) ''••»< 

: 'In Canada he lived jwhehflid -jo staff iiiet^ < aotoMi^'( ji 
«h»rmg ^t> a partment, ahd iot)teinia alone. Towirdathe hod 
he had an apartment ' at Swafl AVehuein Montreal' f&'wdfy 
d* one .whom d* wives of the othei scientist^ asket^ to dinner^ • 

. nreom'ofany'sp^dal friendship,' bat beeaunft^ thonght'be • 
war to much alone and they were tarry for him.' But 'life for 1 ... 
Allan Nunn May blossomed W considerably to Canada; He'- 
had more manqTto spend.' The drab hbdted-out ana 6f '; l 
. England were now 1 replaced by lighted streets and by the trS * 
assurance that comes from warmth, good food, and physical 
safety. Despite his reputation' of being a lonely figiire he did ' 
male attachments, atid it is possible that he began to disco vef ’ 
an affection and a confidence which had been lacking in hi* 

Kfr before. In other words, the same stimuli in Canada which 1 
drew Gouzenko' over to the side of the Western democracies 
were working in precisely the opposite way in the Case of' 
Nunn May. He has never revealed, as Fuchs ha, the secret 
processes of his mind and the circumstances which led him to^ . 

• become a traitor. But he did have this comfortable and assured '■ 
position through the last half of the war, and his friends 
helfeve that this had a beanng on his decision to pass irtfbrau- 
ooa to die Russians, ft was the gesture of a man who ha got • * 
something to spare, of one who ha to prove himself a hero 
at the midst of comfort. 


. •'« bomb,, be knew about sfacgraphire-ptWre Hastfbwtmd dm 
:;»V. pfodwbfev of {datanaab; and he vrai-fntty-ooavenant with 
heavy unom 

#■ * »944t Jud Gmwl LrArJk. Crows, who ms the notary ' 


V cansknew of him. In this letter^^SxaJ^rda Grew*» 

'»H AA .<«: *»*!•«» i HOT) a •.* . ,>\y. htlc» w n «<{T 

: : 

' > atomic energy west b>w«x (rtdkataaor wmktm-emi 
' ''tom; «o look 1( -*- T j -f dn Baji ncpidmacyi af, 

4 gated. I am sure' that Ary found no indkadun 
uoomplrwiy loyal and of ucquwdonpd JPWdQt^,; •* 

The General goes cm to rdate tbe deoak <rf! 4 «jrV*Vtl adr > 73 /&- v 
C 3 »icago and he adds: ■ ' ••:!» -s; ri:us».<v -.7*1 £ V* *. ' 

* By dm time [October i»44[ May had spiant amre dme 
acquired more knowledge st die Aigonne «m» any oder Britd 
physicist. Although l had absolutely no reawn to suspea him, ( 
did not like » hive hsn acquire Wtb a wide knowledge of latar 

• developments. h it far that reason rhai ns the gating of 1943 K • 
declined to approve a proposed fourth visit of one month a 
dunrion. May never returned to the Chicago laboratory and 
never visited any other M a nh a tt a n District in wa lls t ioa. 1 , 

There is an obvious contradiction here. Cesseral Groves is ■> 
effect saying', ‘Wc accept the British clearance of these torn? * 

on die other hand we do not mat them/ -n- • *. - 
1 Manhattan Enginerr Distnct «a the nahse gfvea Car dw aacmie 
rtseaidi atganuanun in dM U.S.A. . >t v> ... ‘ t 
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* by winds'. 


At aM fotngoML The Americans had no 

«n tAedte British detract 0 (i tiu^ Yeltbe6ctB «l»t»0< nt t’ 

ton ofmvestigstiau mi twxmary, snee alt the atomic t ratba^ < ■ ,< 

bodt and American. were fcr » long tune- b;A«a)4:,/^^ 

md the great balk of there spying done, 

of (be unhappy object* of «h» book to peovethfc 

i* inevitably fidlible, pasriculady m the eate of {he amutac 

so<i an both udts of the iAlkgitiC. "•;: -jAi ‘'•-“i-'-’* f ' 

TV*k i» 3 point we can return to later oo* AD we need note •, y xfv'+X* 
here o that the American mugjvmgt about ^Utb-rmia- .' ! }rf 
givin g* that were justified a*, it ha* turned oto-had a Strong 
bearing on the mmd of Allan ;Nunn May* for a* aeon a* ypu.:^.=%; 
keep a secret from your firie*ub.you breed a mystery, 1 and cvrs* •*' 

though yon have the bat i n t en ti on * m the wtuU* that miyrtsy $:}y 
breeds distrust ’•■- ,,l ‘ : ‘ ’■ •' 1,rl ‘ ‘ v ' I _ 

Nobody like* to be kept in the dart Ax»J it i* * &tt*that ■ -'t ' 
the Bnrnh adenrists in Canada, did (rid they were being kept 
in the dark, especially in the early day* of the project when* . 
they hung about idly at Moulted waiting ,fof c^uipmtwt apd , ; ; 
aupplifi of heavy water with which to carry cat their fxpep- 
•ktul U would he foolitb to prttoidithat them has been a <; .. , 
full interchange of infix autwe between the American* and l 
the British. There hat been tdentifie collaboration on * tcale ; 
never attempted before between two nation*, bur it stop* short -f% v y, 
of a fuQ exchange. By how much more then did the Amen* 
can* *top short in thetr relations with Russia. To a marvhk* ig%-v 
Num May, a ndfappoinred world-saver, this was a gaUmg 
thug. U was not tight. The Rushan* were ow allies, and *■> ■°’' 
dm important matter hr considered that, they should bare : £ 
keen taken into out confidence. He chose, through tome pccu> V 
kit logic of hb own, to overlook the het char the Ruttuns . 


1 tii^iomthipi Yfae AButk^^thnJk^hbrif d*i*ri 
ijrii pcjdacaBy noth&g'tdihkfy 
’^ririal-ifttt^W ^>e fya 

'tfat'ttorfd'fcy ^ ■«: wav ^®* 3 ® 1 


(lit possession about atomic research in Canada and Ac U S. A. 
ThiTmfi^tion was sent by cable to Moscow while Alck s 
own handwritten notes followed on by bag. For these ser- 
vices Baxter, early in April I 94 J. gave Nunn May 200 dollars. 
The notes were stuffed into a whisky bottle, presumably for 
die purposes of secrecy ; meetings between spies usually took 
place in the street. ' 

A second genuine bottle of whisky was apparently given 
u> May at the same time Baxter on bis return to the Embassy 
made a note of the transaction; '200 .dollars ALEK and two 
bottles of whisky handed over 1 2 . 4 - 45 * . , . 

Then, some time in July. Alck warned the Russians that 


his job in Canada was coming u 


n end and that he must 


soon return to London. Zaboon wired Moscow for irorroo 
dons, and in a lelegram dated 28 July t<*5 the Director 
replied: 

Try to get 60m him [Alck] before departure detailed infonna- 
noo on the progress of the work on uranium. Discus with him*, 
does Ik think it expedient for out undertaking to stay on the 
spot; will be be able to do that or is it more useful for him and 
necessary to depart for London ? 

Nunn May was contacted again in the first week of August, 
and this turned out to be for the Russians perhaps Ac most 
fruitful meeting of all for Nunn May had succeeded in stcal- 
mg. probably from the laboratories in Montreal, minute 
•ampler of separated uranium isotopes. By now the first 
atomic bombs had been dropped and Akk was able to report 
on this too— no doubt he got his information through some 
grapevine of the scientists. The samples, together with May's 
written report, were regarded a* to important that a Colonel 
Modnov, the Astiscant Russian Military Attache ju Ottawa, 
was instructed to fly with them at once to Moscow, They 
were placed in a container marked by May ‘ii’ or '2$o‘ ‘ea- 
rthed*. At the same time the following telegram wau teat; 


To the Director: ” ' 1 

Fans given by Alek : (1) the tettof the atomic conducted in New 
Mexico (with ‘49’, ‘94-239’). The bomb dropped on Japan 
was made of uranium 235. It it known that the output of ura- 
nium a}5 amounts to 400 grams daily at the magnetic separation 
plant at Clinton, The output of *49' » probably two tunes 
greater (some graphite units are planned lor 25a mega warn, ' 
ike. 2}0 grams each day). Hie scientific research work in this 
field is scheduled to be published, but without. the t orhn i r a l 
details. The Americans already have published a book on this 
subject 1 

Alek handed over to us. a platinum with 162 nucrognms of 
'uranium 233 in the form of oxide in a thin lamina. We have had 
no news about the ma£L 

The telegram was signed ‘Grant*, which was Zaborin's code 
name. Zabottu was also able to send some further details with 
which May supplied them about the American electronically 
controlled anti-aircraft shells which were then being used 
against the Japanese juiride-flyeis. Finally, on this jnost success- 
ful day, the Russians had got a report from May on another 
Englishman. Norman Veal], whom they were thinking of em- 
ploying. May went to some length in advising them about 
Veil Although Veall was a junior man and some eight years 
younger. May knew him well They bad met at Cambridge 
at meetings of the Association of Scientific Workers and for 
some time May tutored Veall for a degree in physics. For this 
purpose he visited Veall at his home every week. Veall was a 
member of a party of British scientists that crossed the Atlantic 
to Canada on another ship at the same time as May and the 
two men renewed their acquaintance at Montreal 
Veall gave evidence to the Canadian Royal Commission, 
and in the course of it he said that he was a member of Ac 
Young Communist League. ‘I knew quite a few Communists 
1 This was the H. D. Smyth report, published by die U.S. Government 
in August 1945. kbsriSm ipja die fullest account ytt given on how the 
bomb wm made. 
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» Cambridge.* be added. ‘and «* or two at Uwtweredpse 
and continued co work m the »«“ “V* - 
Vo» w» much too open in S 

KUv't liking. and in Canada May warned him about it For 
oJ^T^oo*. May himself had grown cauooas foou^*- 
cumng pobnet m Montreal: and it was a settled 
RASfoot agent* thoold have no open connexion noth the 
Communist Party. Veall moreover had compromised himielt 
bv carrying Communist documents about with him. and he . 
(ud openly visited the Russian Embassy at Ottawa-which 
was another dung that was strictly forbidden to agenp or 
prospective agents. So now. in August JJH5, when May was 
iked his opinion of Veall’s usefulness he was very precise. 
Vcall, he said, occupied a &kly low position and knew very 
little. He was also inclined to be careless — as an example of 
(hi* May pointed our that on one occasion Vcall began a con^ 
venation with him while VeaU’s wife was still in foe roopu 
Worse soli, he was known in foe laboratory at Montreal W be 

As a result of this the Russians decided not to employ Veai^ 
and foe network was warned againsr him. There is no evi- 
dence foal Vcall gave information to the Russians at any time 
and the Commission exonerated him with foe words: ^Veall 
did not communicate information with respect to atomic work 
for foe reason that foe Romans designedly did not ask Kim.‘ 

But from this time forward Zabotin had need of any re-, . 
jphh- sgent he could get, for the Director began pressing him 
fof more details. Zabotin himself made a journey to foe vicinity 
of Chalk River so foar he could nuke a personal inspection 
of foe exterior of foe plant-, he urged his men to obtain every 
fax they could get hold of, and on August } 1 st he cabled a 
little fretfully to the Director who was not an exceptionally 
grateful master: 

1 beg you to inform me to what extent have Alck’s materials, 
on the question of uranium satisfied you and out i ficn ti ut (his 
10 


I 



i mparts on podoctiou etc.). This is necessary fa ns to iuaow in 
n< afoot dot we nay be able to *t forth a number a£t*k> res fob 
question to other fhcnjtx ,, . , 

Miy'himsel^' luvmg supplied his samples, went off' on a 
visit to Chalk River.. He Was ’there on August jith, and it 
hvm probahfyfotrie time before thU that he made it dear to 
foe Russians that there was no question of his remaining in 
Canada: he had to return to England where a 1 post was await- 
ing him at Ring's College. London. It was therefore neces- 
sary for careful arrange mcno to be made so that May ^could 
paakc, contact agaid in England in the event of trn o onttn i tin g 
Co have access to useful infomianoo there. These arrange-.;;^ 
meats were worked out between London. Ottawa, and Mot- % 
cow. . Already several messages ,on. this subject had. passed , 
through Gouaenko'i buds at foe Embassy. They were: from 
tbeDirector » Zabotin: : pw. j ii. for* , ‘ , ‘ 

Work oat and telegraph arrangenactita forib^ u wedag and the 
^pawteofoof Akk with our man tit London. . «* . 

• . ‘ -..v J • 

To foil Zabotin had, replied gt foaepd of July;, jyvpA ;i ! v 

cl^o foe Thiertflt: w -dfo.h Ui’ 

We have worked Olathe modkiqft* of * ipeeting wifo Aty ' l ,! .. ;; 
‘ (li in London. Akk will work in King's poflege* Strand, U yriQ ^p 

‘ possible to find him there through the wlcphone book.' “ s 

Meetings: October 7.^7* on the street in 'front if the 
’ British Museum. The time. 11 o'clock in, the evening, tdendfica^ * ; 
cion sign— Best regards to ; MikcL He cmnot remain in Canadal 
At foe beginning of September he must By to Loudon. Before \ ' : 

- his departure he wiB go to the uranaesn phot in the Bccaatewe 

.» district where he will he for about two weeks. Ho promised, if. 

- possible, to meet w before his departure. He laid that ho must 
\ come next year fiat a monfo to Canada. We handed 

dollars to him. . .. f , i rJ > ‘ 

i ■ Miming on Omaha yet 17 «t»7.' ■»: * 

5 * 




’,?H'‘- «' MamtWsatanKb'M dx»*M** 

if -raiSS?' -ijvldetcWi tag g o co d «& -tkrrtaoa b£' 

; : -j^S-^».Ai«« im Ac Director cebled 

: :; . * -Vl> J*";. 1 ! >“ «<*«l*»l> M»~»> * ' 


$* ;V '. J ir **“* »S«e •t<«‘ w with Akk tad oonmamictte It* rtt>*'<$ 

1 , * , ; ' ►-** one 4* meeting should not take pWfe October' Ac UK > 

•V‘; •■; ^ ‘’ Jsur.ub i> 

. i ■■■-•■ SS^-r 

*;S-0 

rfi'-V. i.fv ■ R«P<« « *»««»iafag Ae«»dWooi Alefc^ tub oT • J&v 1 


/>^.:K No Awbt thac details were communicated ttf 
>• **' & ‘ «* « viw to Mdothal to Chalk RiVw otf • 
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; ;it , » . v v ' . -.nr ' ~ ~ *;*r~**' - ‘. w v**u* wvh on amttnbcr 

; S i l ri ^« ^;Ayi.1yrret rffcWteffiw . 

1 • ^ : *.-;i ^ ipokup hit a&e^at. MTp 

;!; ftivi ?*“* W - w ^ pn ^ on i> where hi* work WM no -;/&> I 

i V. f. •Wc-woreo} wuhretm marenaL But wha^'n^^V^/I 


A* Rant* «4e- «£&:• 
NumWjy** ' ' ! 


: 4 .»:* WM fetohed, tt lout foe a decade, aad ^oUb^^T 


vi^whtoWVi 

I0rfs«fla»ft * 


... .,- . . . • , . * n»*n»L Bui wl«^ w . .,, 

- - , • b tL iff** * d *** poWBr ® ^ «ill more harm swtno 
> r ( • it fa *y , P l < * >y woreqiwte., Fo« by now Gqextnk© JWi d». >.ra <u 

Ji 'I EnJ-y a Ou W l d (2l 


that they had swt’bfeai 
ratchc* \ C ‘ 

There is one other aspect. Cc 
>r to week upon balfcttudw. wpp toi acdi, hnpKratiri n«> > ei l » > ' 
gotsswocL Often it imy pidbuf Wftheiiato intvchaB 4*4 
never ooeutb the tat Yotutoey fce la£i«fcbAe Itgnl eort 
Otsty dut rtotokg»ikyb*iribMrt^ie«»«^k m&mm 
•end im nx e oeott «fk* ad> to-* wneiawn <Maee he 
obtained. Ifaciu ttoai « aty- ofan bvpo* tWieeuMc^ 


^ fib^r fctf they pt^oAae cther tm» «k*y n 

the *Wfa ^ 


!V^: 




February 195a He arid: ‘In a criminal care die id enrifa ao nn 1 * 

«wl mat of the wrongdoer are the ultimate objectives. In 
an espionage cate the idnrificatian of the wrongdoer it only | 

the first step. What is more important it to atcertain hit con- rV.^jj-. 
Off, hit objectives, hit tourcet of information, and hit methods V,~ 

of communication. Artett and public disclosure are Kept to be 
taken only as a matter of kst resort. It it better to know who v 
Thw people are and what they are doing, and to immobilae 
their efforts, than U it to expo* them public ly and tha t go , 

Conreqirently d* Special Branch at Soodand Yard did nc« ^yr. 
proceed to the interrogation and arrest of AlW Nuria May Ayr, 
direedy they had word from Canada that, hia name w» mew. .y y , 
tioned in Gouaenko s doenments. Quite dearly it waa of great f 

interest to {earn whether or not Nun* May waa going! to 
keep hb appointment on either. the 71b, »7th, cr a^th of Oo* ] 

tober. and ifnt* in October then in November or December 
It was important, too. to leant the identity of the man he ^ 5 ‘- 
waa supposed to meet. It was to be pttxumed, of course, mri 
at toon as Gouzenko defected, the Russians made a rapid check 
on the documents he bad taken and had warned their agents 
accordingly. 

Still one could never be sure. " 1 

Great Rtasell Street, the place of the rendezvous, ts a turiy 
bnay mm in the centre of London. It it dominated by the 
long facade of die Britith Museum. and the other buildings for 
die moat port are tenanted by respectable publishers. The front 
of the Museum ts an city place to watch, for it it an open 
place with no shops fronting the pavement, and no great j 

crowds at eight o’clock at night, and it can be easily observed. 1 

from the windows on the opposite tide of the street. 

But Nunn May kept none of the a! tentative appointments 
: in October; nor did he appear in November. Moreover, there 

WM nothing to exrite the slightest impirion m his commgi 
and goings « King's College. He gave hit lectures m phywa 
3* 


-4 mit iMyand ebirindMlWetf’ whkeWty ap- 

friii 

Bty. He took rooms a Salford Terraoe in ItriringtomttW 
finflrri m ris, ■nd h de J *tX y qaiMh.rmW'. vU :,1 ii 

; - I'trwtma poabblf, 1 thririfow** May ‘had’ be**' warned 

y thd |P jiriri<i ■ 4 fc>*oukh»t 1 )^^ by^^l^ tom- 

ori'ln <£inwk, 4 br nothing wm’reknred to the horrid ti‘ 

February 

S statem** far which ha wmoaaced that a Royal Cothohrion 
•*)» wri befog ' at* up to ut vesrigow the eoranmuearic* of SesatT 
! v" : and cwdidtiUial fofbtniarkm to a forwgn'Powfer. ' ■ TJtJi 
••J l Vp Wthfr rime«f tNawmouriement Mr. Xm g hadfad a 

(bsdytoWsHriMsd of the lemumi tf the nutter, he'' 
had varied Mr.’Tnstna* <iti^ Washington tod had than gw»e v 
on to England to awMrl^Asstoa. He arrived at Sotrihanipwa 
on Oetobef’fth, 'the >*!<■»* -M*yV first ah en u t i v e 1 
’’ rendezvous outride tho Brirish Mtisttim. May'a identity had 

by then bo» defimtriy ostablidrcd, and brith M*y hutosdf aiid' 
the place of tvndervoto were watihed. ’ * ' ,M ' J ... 

Meanwhile Mr. Attlee snd Mr. Kmg protodedr * 0 ’ 

wider aspects of the ease,- and they' w«B very aeriom ttdwl ■ ' 

The Moscow Conference of the winter frf IMSW** iunpouk 4 ' 
ing. The foreign nunistert of ail the major l/Rited Nanoos' 
Powers would be attending, and there dsd seem to be some' 
hope that, negotiating 'on their own ground.’ the Rusarian* 
could be brought to an inrenunoori settlement at Use Neither. 
Mr. Truman nor Mr. Attlee was st all eager to bedevil the 
atmosphere of the Conference before it had even rtasxed— 
and that mow certainly would have happened if Mr. King' 
had come our with a denunciation of the Russian Embassy's 
activities in Ottawa. In any ore many Weeks were required 
yet by the Canadian .polks before they could m arine and ' 
disentangle Goutcnko’i dorurotTfta— there were about a hun- 
iJ 



• • • v'V; <■ -.frf-frs ' J*'*.' i'&ifa+te-y. ,;• i#; 

* n potted fad ]«fabfafafa tkoonnfe • g /,/ 

»M<d making wro tfat-dewfaptnent ofMommteetgyawfa 
ace coaficed to U.SjC I took the wary pttiWddwiwW 
km nectearyneoCteaty F**** 1 i a fena t rim* on attafc ^p; 
energy nd make «fe« m» fates mamfa^far jbkfcte* 
l dtxhfadte.teMrain «,|W((cm»a imdfc» ifa W^^$5§§!) 
ijfrnJ ■Jun^llai ^ih.mft.fh •irJ.kijj.lKD ni HtfeWf h« >u .ilunuBl 'f 
< v* Afar dw jjmiimattr* mabh&l DA dotodividmla* ’'v K |p 

which 

'■»J mean byshn that they werkddfienbfikrrae to-oompr* 1 
' ;fa«LBufcbr did' 

' ittfcnnad ott generally on atomic energy. • .'■fjwi'l ii'l ***<^ ", 

' ! ‘At one mooting I gave.the man ghcroacgp>c* a«Ti onnf i l of ■£ W.-, 
Ua» and U*ir (oneofmeh)- The UlJ5 .»vw (a slightly tei • 

ndmd ample anti war in a. small glawtubn and ooomssdvof • .•; 

; about 1 a 1 milligram of, cade The Uayj w« abouta tends of 
4 mifiigcam and .was a ray thin <kpam oa'i)platii»ntiri&d 
and «n wrapped m apiece of paper, t bi-*- n,M no i;>ii n nd ’-Ve'[( 
r! ‘I also gave tbe man a written report on? atonuctfeaetrch aa , 

known .to.int Th» infarmadon wa*>uioetly of* charade* V; 
which baa ante fate -publis h ed arts ahewt <0 fa- p ub li s he d ; .1* 

. ‘Tfa aaan abo aakcd tne for tn&cmanon about the U.Si 
dbxttonkally controlled AJ\. thdk 1 knew very kak about . r 1 . 
tkcae and to could give only very little -bifonnaoon, , -^::i ■ S / 
)i,‘He abo asked me &r introducnoni to peopk employed id 
the laboratory in cludin g a man named Veak. but 1 adihtod *i; 

’•, *Tfa mm gave me [here the phraae 'aooAnm, was craned 
oat) tome doilan (I forget how many);* a kotdo of whisky 
ted I accepted these against my will; ; -ittnA ‘ 1 ■. 

•« ‘Before 1 left Canada it was-scrangod chat on bay' ceenm ta 
London 1 m m keep an appointment with somebody I did ' t'v”; 
not knoww I was- given precise detail* a to making contact 
bat i forget than sow. 1 did not keep tbe appointment becunt 


do 

r: ; appeoprtart-iM^yWnf fao&M tfcra'dtieifoteaciteW 
Y;.> : ^bd , p^yldM^^ ^fillO «^it• * V 'htentefotet'i nfafadf tesdlfc 
I^Jfaergfcf ;-«Jl j>.oA«fci'aidw rawriad. j-» >* 
^ *• r t ttf il lr1)“y i <flftl^ idri‘nit Hfay* 

embwted fcjrtrtw fate tab tfakte^ettetdMfob’l'tefaT 
:tedk fo^kferf oftfatakifam teii'ly did nor do V far* 

r 'r>-' grf T ^ i/>^. jd.,bJ»j->j muvruotni n<ii : irfj m nnert 


m . Mmim ti Wadik UngV • 

^^iColkge and at u jo ojsl met May aahe*was coming <Mt of iV 
ioctutfe-Tke tapeeW. 1 ^^^ rtd t w oit' tyknhe Aeamne 
• tended cdkge;^h*)d«0'Mayi '4 hilM-i^dty poktadowyli^-i' 

&|. J iWarcant £bc your arreat, which I will icadtoyOd ba' bnnea^ i % 

’ v ' ., >«4tiid lk J a^bd' > May ’t^tttf^ n«bufe%oo dakteet''Miy'got 
iatri the politf eat ^nhkb 1 Whkebtwk 

‘-'f’-V ' ••; «ead hmt th^wbntea^Hd'ntode no^dmnteotS’ffc okO'lahtt* 
t6 Bow<S(]^‘and ebai^gdundef thC'OAcbf SietatyAetW 1 

^^ dack- * v‘>. iu!j ni »mod.jd xntff n.Unaif.’’. * 

Meanwhile the storttt : had broken!^ Mackafine^King^^Oaiaff >" 
ment, which indicated that mady othew bendea Miy-W« > 
unjdkated, had gran the public « first Intriguing rfcw r/ a 

.•/. newkndn^maeaaonvwhaO^heittlfOeryofthebtyittb^ni* * 
added to the mystery of the spy : and it had opened tp* new* 
add ■ abutter rdadOndnp' be*w«eo '«oviet i RunO aetd eke 
eoontriea ofthe- WtaC ’ .^-ai m sibrui m 'liutr.t* -4 . 

:■ • •■ ^On Febnwry jod^ wtrik May Wa* being fakedaned th> 

4 London. Solomcvn Lonwski, AeDcpnty Coartminar ofFoeagli' 
Af£ur» In Moecow,' eem for Ledo “Mayfand, the Chargd 
d‘A&ird it the Ca n adia n Embassy; Wad mul lb him a teks 

‘The Soviet Government*, it aid. ‘ooadden it ncccaiary m i 
make dw following tetemea t! ^ ^ ‘ >1 ^ 




f|eocto ^ ^w .Cw4v »» w « ww ». .• 
^|;!)ie ' ; wnh> whom- «hff wn^«qwimc4pc«am : s 

■'% [k . l «ecm character which did not. howewr, pretest great im««W, v 

fe" <*>4* b» wpiojd rhaMbfr »for- - 

data the Smte wpw»r> . . 
m *m Wlw».»wd mi** tf *?** adwoced ?** , 

in d* U.S.S.R.: the mfonnanon^miU^be foun dj fi i / 

E*wbrojd«we s&Se Am*** & ifr.3 «W^»4 w»^, 

'I .sv.»;;f fc >■*!',.?*,, ^ ,<*,> r-h»lk wi>aT>. 

• ] %*«?? c5>t V *k ,wo«ld tixp&m be «*$wdou* ,«*■ *$w* fW <Mh**y, g£ 

I J v % ' I mdgni^ t^ data of.thn la*d,cpyhi<^,wy 4n**M, 

( J»are.<fftbe > alwwh^ «c»,of aatain member* of the, 
mffoftbe Military. Attache n Ca»da, the Soviet Mfrvy, 
Attache y» view pf jibe ntad w an hah ty of acts of member* of. 

• '.'?& :•{.• '/' , '' " hA staff in question! w* recalled from Canada. On,thc.other 
; '.£5 3*4.4' ' |»»mI it m««r be borne in mind that the Soviet Ambassador, 

’ §''7i^‘ ’! i a»d other members of the staff of. tbc Soviet Embassy in' 

-I .if:'! Canada bad no cocpesaon with this/ ; 

fS'l"'. . The statement- went qo to accuse the C a n a d ia n Press and 
; fc V ' ^ I fiovemuem of deliberately malting bad blood between the 
'■'■'-v , nyocouotries. -.. ■ 

: '-v ! i f., :i Tholau point in tbc natemeut quoted above was probably 
* v’ :"?'• : true inasmuch as Zabodn. we know, reported direct to the 

•j v 3 . ■) Director of the R-tS. in Moscow. and according to Gouzenko 

'‘'i-y. . he wed hi* own code which was not known to the Aoiba*-, 

■ t :'i| : , oadpr. What, was nos true, bofrcver, was that tbc information 

'[ T given by the Can a di a n net, especially by Nunn May. was 

‘ either insignificant or available in officially published pam- , 

' : ; . phleok. 

; ‘ Nunn Mays information went a loeg way beyond what 

1 " has appeared in the Smyth report, u went further than any- 
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thmgwbkh hm bw. puhM*d «m today. fir from k hong 
of po goeat inorot bo the Rushan^ the Director in Moscow 
was,, m we hawseeibinsensdy anxious so ga frr Nevertheless 
Mdy did nobteUthc JUbmos how to makethe ato mic bo mb; 
no ooc in Canada had that informaboo- That secret was 
known only to a very few people ior Washiogtoo pnd at Los . 
Aiwnw in New Mo*v». and M»y had- DO acce* w any docu- 
ments fr gov theta. ,(.■ , v 0 u'-: ■>■).: ■■■ v • «■.•■. 

>The Nunn May trial in JUndwa stnaeted bo -~xff 
interest, or as any cate no Very great public indignation, At , 
that tmw, so .toon, afier the cease-fire, the public mind was 
much mote concerned with a.differeot sort of traitor, ott hit* 
William Joyce, who had worked for the Nazis in Ocrha,, 
during the war. In France, Italy, Holland, and Belgium it was 
the Nad ccdlabotatioairt who was beiog hunted down in t«4d; 
not die nan who had gone beyond his duty in giving assistance 
to our allies the Riusiam. Evai for the more politically coo- { 
sejous people who saw that the war, with the Germans was 
dead and done with, and that « new alignment was caking its 
place, the East against the We* r, this was no moment to pro-i. 
voke an outcry against Russia. What wc wanted was to col- 
laborate with Russia, to achieve some basis of mutual under- . 
standing and, at all coses, to avoid another war. Another war 
was unthinkable. We wanted, in Wendell Willkic's phrase, one 
world. 

Very many of the scientists who had worked on the atomic 
bomb came forward and proposed that while there was still 
rime; while this awful weapon was still undeveloped, wr should 
legally do what Allan Nunn May had already illegally done 
in his own small way— pass information to tbc Russians, so 
that wc could arrive at some reasonable arrangement with 
them. Through its spokesmen at Lake Success, Mi. Bernard 
Baruch and others, the United States proposed the outlawing 
of the bomb. It was a handsome offer. The United State* was 
ready to give up its lead in atomic weapons, to d em oli s h ns 
41 




stockpile, and tumW to fcb«aaoii*t»tbop«^ 
meat of atomic a»gy provsd nd 'oftly'dwt Rmbb^ v;.r , *1; 

side would gmnmwe wdoifce *«»>*•»* T» ^ 

seemed inconceivable that Rtf's*, who hid auflfatd » tj ‘l, 

could 6il to agree. Somehow in son* vmj Ru*“» : v 

could be overcome and' ihe could bejirpM that the 1W^ ;V 
was sincere. Thismay *edm naive ■» S9sa*bUtit wM at *'** V .• 
siderrd so then: and so a spy like Nunfi May* ' I ■ RmM tt Qfly W\ v ^ >. 

laboranonst, was not outrageously * odds whh the-cutwt . v ,•<;< L J~.‘. 
political thinking. In a strange underhand way; be wat-wT'yyp v. 
guarantee to the Rushans that there tat he SW in thc WettU y.r 

who were oo their tide. Who wbnttti dabs to be eqaab m>»« , >_* 

fire world, m long as there wwpeaett -d 1 'Y-’C _ . 

This, of course, » potting the most dutiable possshfewb ' 
terpretaiion on Nunn May V action*-* it is accepting hi* 06n-U 
feshrm at its face value; siner it docs not Cake into account that «' 
he was a Communist and therefore must have wanted to see t 
rhe Rushan, not the democratic, way of thinking dominate i 
the world. He wanted, presumably, not just one wodd, bet:, 
one Russian or Communist' world. And as a Communist he j 
must have been prepared to sec the destruction of the matins- • 
tkms of democracy in order tb get it. - ’ ■> 

But then he was an intelligent man, just the sort of nftn, it 
was thought,- who could be brought around to some rational 
plan for the security of the world. He did not look like an ' 
anarchist. He was as mild as Einstein, as serious as Mr. Baruch. 

He was a university lecturer, and that was where the scandal ! 
lay: that a university man could ever have got himself mixed < 
up in this business. He was ihk very high up in the hierarchy ' 
of physicals, it was true, nevertheless he was an able mao and < 
the representative of a great institution. It was deplorable that 
he should appear m a police court, something had gone wrong > 
somewhere, and perhaps he was telling nothing less than the 
truth when he said: ‘When I returned I decided to wash- my 
hands of the whole business ... the whole - affair, was cx- 
41 


N als, ••}£< ‘Jkf., J. * 

fckduearoa acmrihuftoo Ejd»aldjnak»tioith»«ajfay«£b^ 
r bod.', to other wookJ* was ckttnsag thsahe hadhasaados* 
the bast of mothras seddw codd w*< bgafrfl>Malfaa«faifc ’v 
thathc had reaUy doae-wroog m ih* larger* sort! hoBuqiftlua . w 
Ofduoktflgs mwfasdvappart^.betfT^TbiVwiWwod, 
ap(myldu^.hn<ounsdb«ddsa«*cincoa*t^• ,*Ant 
-/ •These were two police court hearings and •srfchmdfcoaaH 
ducted with dispatch, and since -so much WMSoB^tary^isshh '• 
the sp m fa n u m of evidence. He hist. appeared at Bow States 
6a i March 1(46 snd was remanded for a fbttmgbl whited* • ? 
pooseotinou gathered 6wthc« cvidcssce. On March JOth hs wm 
. brought again befow the couk at Bow. Street, pkadodoM :?• 
guilty, and reserved Jus defence.. Having heard a bncfaooQsmt v 
of his career, his coofanoo, aad the aroimaaooq of his age* ' 
the magistrate coounused hun fbs tml aC the OUJUikjiBaii V 
Waa refused. , . : . •; ; «.•<»* .» ** ti>. -. -.r-.rlr:- - -.ilmn >r<. 

The Old Bailey trial on » May 1946 was * fuUdrea».*fiu« 
before Mr. Justice Oliver with the Aaosacy-G reuyal ,fm. 
Hartley Shawcross. ptosocuring, and Mr. .Gerald iGufaw ;V 
appearing cm behalf of the prisoner. The praqpcdinfls-f)|wnad 
with: . > « -.J i\, 

Thi derk of At court: ‘Allan Nunn May, you arschargpd: 
with communicating information contrary! to tba. Official 
Secrets Act, i9li.mdthep*rtkulanattthat«»aday btfireed>< 
the tst of January and the jotb of September. JU4J, (oc * puiw • 
pose prejudicial to the safety and interest of the Stub you- 
communicated eo a person unknown informatton which wtt, 
calculated to be or might be useful to an enemy. Are you guifcy. 

Of not guilty?' ...... ! •. :.i!< i • • 

The prisoner: ‘Guilty, my LoftL’ v> J .-»=* ■■■ 

Sir Hartley Shawcross began by dcsonbing tlua so '« aounv. : 
what squalid case' of a man who had set hrmaelt up above (ha, 
laws and the policy of bis country— though it was true that, 
them were people who thought that the atomic, dtsaweswe, 
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should be shared between all nation*. Indeed this was a hope 
to which we must aim — that the United Nations Organiza- 
tion would be able to establish conditions of sufficient confi- 
dence and stability to make that course possible. 

Nurtn May had signed the Official Secrets Act. He had known 
.what he was doing. Yet he had given information, and accepted 
money for it. May’s confession was read out in full except for 
the reference to the samples of uranium— .those details were J 

still judged secret at the time. > 

Mr. Gardiner in defending admitted at once that the agent 
to whom May had given information was a Russian. He said j 

that May had not given away the actual secret of die bomb; 
his information had merely saved foreign scientists engaged on . 
atomic t nergy research a certain amount of time. Mr. Gardiner 
went on; 'Doctors take the view, rightly or wrongly, that if 
they haw discovered something of benefit to mankind, they 
are under an obligation to sec that it is used for mankind and 
not kept for any particular group of people, and there are 
scientists who take substantially die same view.' May, in doing ) 

what he did. had not worked in concert with any other British 
scientists— he had come to this decision entirely on his own ‘ ' 

responsibility and without reference to anyone else. In Fcb- 
niairy 1945— when die acts were committed— the British Army 
wa« mostly m Holland, certainly not across the Rhine, and 
the Russians wot in the course of their drive to Berlin. It 
was customary to refer to them as allies who were doing at least 
thrir fair dure in the war. It was perhaps an ironical expression 
if anyone at that date referred to diem at enemies or potential 
enemies. 

At this point the Attorney-General interjected: ‘My Lord, 1 
think I ought to make it abundantly dear that there is no kind 
of suggest** that die Russians are enemies or potential 
eoonie*. The Court has already decided dut this offence con- 
tin* in the communication of information to unauthorized 
Pw*ow-< «tght be to your Lordship, it might be to me or j 


to anyone. . . , What is hit at by this section it the fact *l>« J 

once information passes out of the control of His Majesty's I 

Government, although in the fint instance it may be to per- 'I 

sons whose attitude to this country is entirely friendly, there | 

no longer remains control over it and it may get into the I 

hands of enemies.' ' g 

Mr, Gardiner then returned to his point that May had bean 
influenced by a statement made by Mr. Churchill to the 
that wc had offered Russia any technical or economic know- $ 

ledge in our power which was likely to be of as sis tan ce to 
them, Rightly or wrongly May felt full of indignation that 
the promises of communication of technical assistance which 
had been given to one ally should have been made the mono- 
poly of another. 

Mr. Gardiner concluded: *He had nothing to gain, except 
what wc all have to gain by doing what wc believe to be 
right; and he had everything to lose.’ 

May was asked if he had anything to say and he answered. 

‘No, my Lord.’ 

This was Mr. Justice Olivcr’i sentence: 

"Allan Nunn May, 1 have listened with some slight surprise 
to some of the things which your learned Counsel has said he 
is entided to put before me: the picture of you as a nun of 
honour who had done only what you believed to be right. 1 
do not take that view of you at all. How any nun u> your 
position could have had the crass conceit. let alone the wicked- 
ness, to arrogate to himself the decision of a nutter of thit 
sore, when you yourself had given your written undertaking 
not to do it and knew it was one of the country’s most previous 
secrets, when you yourself had drawn and were drawing pay 
for yean to keep your own bargain with your country— chat 
you could have done this is a dreadful thing. 1 think you acted 
tsot as an honourable but as a dishonourable man. I dunk yoa 
acted with degradation. Whether money was the object of 
what you did. in £sct you did get money fqr what you did. It 
4S 
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» » wy W cmiJ imfced: Ttie ta»tew» upon t° u ^ e ^' eai! ; 

yean* pool servitude.* ' • " , t»k» r. 

Hiving uttered nothing tit hi*©' wndefaict!.' ttitt’rifftsti^^^ ^ 
identify ha contaas or help the authorities in Mry Way, M*f 
vanished from the public scene to Wiktfield Prison, iut Yoffcu ^ 
shite. Hit catc mi like a rehearsal in an empty theatre, a pt^ l - 
loguc delivered eo an tmrcspdmive house before the 5 atmo- , ■ 
sphere had been crated and before the real action -of die 1 ; ; 
tragedy bad begun. Their were still,, howeveri : dot or 'tisrej 
echoes from the ease which sound oddly now in the nmetetiH 
fifties when so much h» happened and when our feeling* about: 
thb sort of treason have become so firmly fixed. "‘ V r - '{ ' 
A month or two after the trill die Association of Sciwirifie 
Workers in Britain issued a scuement calling for a reduction 
of the ‘extremely harsh' sentenot of ten years passed on May. 

‘It is noteworthy*, the statement read, ‘that the maximum 
sentence under the proposed Atomic Energy Bill is penal servi- 1 
tude for a period of five years. Tt is clear that no account was 
taken of Dr. May's positive contribution to the winning of 
the war by his scientific work, and that the sentence is out of 
ail proportion to the magnitude of the offence committed.’ 

A few days later an independent member of the House of 
Commons. Mr. W. J. Brown, asked the Home Secretary, 

Mr. Chuter Ede. if he would review the sentence. 

Mr. Brown said that it was perfectly obvious that May was 
no common criminal and no traitor in the ordinary sense of 
the word. He had suffered a much heavier sentence than had 
bom passed on many people who had sold their country for 
money. The whole issue of atomic bomb secrecy constituted 
an extremely doubtful ethical area and would the Home Secre- 
tary Saw another look at the case? 

Mr. Ede replied: ‘It was open to this man to appeal against 
the sentence, although he would have run certain risks had he 
done so. It is still open to him to apply for an extension of 
tone wnhin which to lodge an appeal. 1 do not accept the 
«S 


hnp l katinm or the statem en t made by the honourable mem- 
' her. 1 can understand although ( cannot condone the attitude 
of a man who said he was trilling to make knowledge he had 
acquired generally available. But this min did seU know- 
V ledge he had acquired in the service of this country to a 
* foreign Power foe their private and particular Qtc.‘ 

-y<S- There were, at this, loud cheer* in the House. 

' > J 1 ** ODe nXHC attempt was made by the Association of 

v-:"*; • > Scientific 'Workers when they waited in a deputation upon 
v Mr. Ediths the following year,- 1947, *nd again asked him to 
- twhsee-dse sentenot. The deputation was led by the late 
Professor Harold Lasid and the answer waa no. - 
- After that nothing more Ism been heard of this matter. 
Nunn May indeed may hope for a reduction of his sentence 
by one-third on the grounds of good behaviour— and he has 
betas a model prisoner! If this happens be will be released at 
the end of this year or early in 1953 after a term of a little 
more dun six years. He may emerge changed in his political 
views. But that perhaps is no longer of much importance. 
What matters is that politics themselves have changed drasti- 
cally in these six years, many new issues have come forward, 
and there is a cast of unreality and puninea over all dse things 
that Nunn May and hit friends may have hoped for in 194$. 
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.li-jtV *d- ***«>««» '.‘Z:\ 

■ * ' -S^x ' t ,J. ^ V 

• ,»*.;**»s^J» s •'♦••» ^taW Wi'-Vwtw ^niv W 

^ocma^way^* 

k he had turned out W» be* «PV* M <u.tM* _ ; i v > : 

J^ofJE^fO h«»ni the dcwv rod* ^/f**** M‘. 

CUM ramua g «*» «*» KUm.Podu and othen wJw W U** ; ;;^. 

rts b^rtw ^ ^ 

May? Wh*t wm he like?'' / “ • - *■•• ‘ "• '* 

^Iknew him &irfy weU.' <w of the women Mid,. B«vi : A : 
don't know how you would deacribe hinj. He W hkerj-why* ; : '; 

he ww rather .like Klaus here.*. "', ' “ 

Ot. Pucht muled poludy but made no comment. However, 
he did dncin* May'* treason and he doubted whether May j* • - 
could have told the Russian* very much. He had no very 
high opinion of Allan Nunn May cither a* a loenda or a 

Even in 1046, before anyone knew about Fuch* a real charac- 
ter, it was perhaps itrctching the £*m a little (21 to »uggest 
these was any real resemblance between the two men. There 
were attain superficial umikntici, both physical and mental 
They were very nearly of the *ame age— Fuchs was just eight 
*\ month* younger. Both were raiher detached and non-commit- 
tal in dwir manner. They were serious and shy and sclf- 
eBacsng. Bods of them were adorned with the same bulging 
4 * 


i! **^*«^^ ; : 

item mk^:&k. 

i3sas»te»^s 


w*. a good deal .mmger and more iwueru W 
fk^ever ^yed jBW,^ 

, pby to wdit. 

^SSSsHSSlife ■ 

SS^im Sfei 

of the. most !mpprtai|* ^ e P* rUp ^ l ^‘ 

tank with Nib Bohr, Ewstdn. « the 

top. Soil be was well up in the second flight, a dnunguishaj 

aJd needed scientist o( intemrional sands*. ByMW £ 

was earning a salary 

enjoyed the obscure privilege of having a prc&b *«* « 
ha own, and he was rated as a possible No. J » d* 
hierarchy under the Director, Sir John Co ckfT g fc . «|d fad**? 

*°|fchad just a very few dote fiienda.‘and ontotie <i»c hit 
was not notably wdl liked by bis department or ha acquam- 
^a^dLHcwastid^u)^!^^ 
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6k dm kecnty. But Harwell b> tmafl coi^ututy bright . ^ 
together byffie to®, and nbfc 
tod their Bvo are 

.., _ , . I.. J » ILl .J .^L»— — J1 WiW'mH* •""•* 


SS^Ss8SS3S» 


a,™ hhbicmand <*o*anriy taftang tec m 

a fabulo* drinker, He ■$ 

; but ot> certain <xx*ric« and w*h a wtf of hfadggftd ttte , \ 
bovado. He drank neat tumblen of gin- He comumcd neat ,, , 
McY by the Wk. And the uffiok poi® of thtf ^ 
w a demonstrate that he remained raunoved^ her never 
omcdahair. At coc party he took a gargantuan draught of 
, pn a and led the gu«*» <»» conga round 

he wat. Dr. head of the . ^ 
department of theoretical phyno. poiied and fa commmd. 
equally ready to drive the gue» home or laumh mw* *>• 
eutaion of iiocope*. There were great Boria of hu drinking 
orowen- At a atkbntioo in Lo* Akm« it w* Dr. Ftxhi who, 
laving filled hi* own gl»» all evening, finally pot the barman 
to be*L He wa* not * drunkard- Nobody mggetted that Buc 
he wa» a mighty drinker when he cheat 
The one thing that tent him into rages wn inefficiency. 
There waa, for the doctor, a right way of doing thingt and to 
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ffoU u y |»« '■ 

U*s«* 

^mfiZZLn and *** 1 * 4 ' 

^Ifc /> v" he wj SLafte. ^ Vjom ^WW^J^Vyijt 
S* and talk aa he addon. did in the company of : -| 

** „v fc* >t ^M A »4 « 4 * W* 

S^La v * B^xiy te** w **^ ,A, b£ 3 , 2 i. 

nompcaiv' map. to daw him out, « »*«* bn* and ff W 

He wm not an untidy own, cither «n b» clothe* 
wayhcrm hi* home; but there were day* when b* 44 ««* 
thale ao4 fca dark blue beard sprouted in aa ugly nut through 
hi» talc dem- But in *U die he wa* » preewe tnan- He ww the 
wa^Tman who on look through a railway RmetaW* m • 
rooment and nuke dear and exact arrangement* for a fcndca-- 
VOM _ 4a d he war never late. He wa* the chairman of a a vU 
KfvW committee at Harwell-* committee whkh settled 
the demotic a&in of the community dealing with com- 
pUina and deciding who should approach the authonoo ove« 
the drainage and the water rate* and so oo-and be wa* a 
balanced and excellent ch a irm a n . , 

He wa* alnwtt a Wic about wcurity. He wa* the one 
viho ai dctiaiaiicauon conference*, wa* often opposed to the 
release of informal to the public. He was for ever going 
to the tacuniy oflker to give him Fu* key* for afe-keepmg, 
and he wa* mcnculou* in the nutters of locking up hi* <W 
menu and of guarding hi* *pc«h among non^ificul peopk. 

No one ever accuied Klaus Fuch* of circle** talk; hi* was the 
type of bureaucratic mind which is alway* on the ulc side. 
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a ofwtking' emdyao 

■te»ng«t. 7 He hnd* atihraf fabrtoW'b* hr h<W 
yi,;. (fc^^rhudr/bjectfwkhofst mppaeke, mi h* wa»e*J*«W 


■ S^*to*y ^'^drfatisg?^ r.*d 

One of the staff at Harwdl »**♦**• fedcrihewvf*- 

l' "iVii, mwwwl *»f all «*»»! -«< «*» * • • ' f * 

•• •• 3 h&' V* W *** 

• 4 .«v. . 1 .. V*nid tpni* » 4 «^ 


all Trait! rt‘lw >iwvl*yi bit 


1 ‘Theoretic* 




"yJUr^ J- oT 5 Sb<* -tva« K'fwi .«* >n. 

tteeuied^bci game m 
is oUved ada’ChriionM party u> wtuch 

thJJn* ofa nun and therm of the 

him by asking ‘What sort ofmnacdoa ^ 

were architecture what period would he her What p**™§ 

doc* he remind you of?* and »o on. . ' , M 

In his own mini perhaps, 
of trumprts’. But fo his fn«d» he was 

Handel, and in pointing be reminded them of the my*»al 
bright colour* of El Greco. _ . 

He was not a mean man. He paid his father i cape 10 * 3 
trip to America, and. at the time of hh am*, he w» amngmg 
for his dwd soter’s child to be brought from Germ any 
*ehool in England. He took great trouble m hndmg * ***** 
school , arrangements were made fot the boy t o live ** * **** 
house « Harwell and Fuchs was to . ' 

In the late nincteen-forae* a ipot developed on ha Mft 
and he handled thu illness ui * cunous way. There were n**» 





* |OMf'«B 

dm omU intot 
h» fcicnjb 

ms bdMfay> (The* hm 
rod* * mi **G*x»m+M< 
wak a monro *ad fa wi ft MottMM 
tkm«h be wwdd.&w* «t mum 
kvad^ri^Wmi 
t empera** tut at&ukm* *pg£/rvfrSi’ Hw* 

Then on o&tt occanra ho would fh i oj gtg yi 
give way, to hd iOnot. He wii tie 6» hnctft. v^. v 
aid with his face turned to d* vhjB, eating <*■*«• d n t h fr t g T 
saying nothing, reading nothing abandoning hun^to»«BW< ^ 
of physical grief Then nothing opioid be done with him. Ht(^fi£|| 
lay there hour after hour without speaking 'Or 
ngn- Somrtima these morbid 6» west fer bayq^ttyMg *ppV 
created by hts iOnoa. fa tfei watadcquwdy ;|09W:l6efr|>^ 
a doctor and he ha* hem epred. Once ow of^vmi' '■£*• 
find* went to him and taidf ‘lot*. KW -why yPM ' 
pi up? There a no 6* y*»«fc*»y «o bed. You are not ;'. 

really iH any longer.* k.te \ *» i<-. • ?. ri:i-, s b”'-';' 

He turned gomd aotLanawred is a normal voice, ‘All right 
m get Up if you think *o.’ Then be calmly dmaed himsejf 
and wm om to hi* office in work. „, . j-.-u.m U, 

Thu queemeu w* by do means a regular thing with him 
— it is remembered because it war exceptional Bui those friend* 
who had known him bat over a long period noted something 
the which they regard at much more interesting, This was 
dr great change that came over Fudu at Harwell In his early 
student days m the English universities he had been oblivious 
of what was going on around him. of the little ordinary thing? 
of hie. He was not gauche or unwilling, but it would simply 
mer occur to him due he might open a door for a woman, 
or give s present on a birthday or make a gesture of any 



siMaimboMite ta*«MKML 

ffeV-' Co w e qo mdy tfam^Wem'pMfferal 
;yy bite P a cha fc ecy 

h*waintl(ifBl*e»t*e^tlwhl^ 

HdhadooaumJBngl*od4*oro,ww 
ahkro speak, dr. hu»gtt»gl, * WlWMRjPfl 

manyj ln those Wtteen ycaaV 

scandal, bad jnbver omae, ip'^H H W 

way adapt in » im a , hr w n 
And now, entirely through kit <TO*> !»>, fe 

Band, and for the Bnoah. be had «#«,«» tfce W.ifcfc 
elect and di&cub of att **wa. dr drwy jf 

and they wtrop«K»d ofkiTO in #:tW¥v:..m ,r.*ntd Uit.-uen 
He wm one of dr hr* to.anivc at HatMU? nuKtl iPfflh*;')'' 
ir was nothing much, rooty drop# bkafc lurampropil^j^ . 
domed airfield- Ho had scot it grow up Mb up ^jpapthm^ ;, 
and he had helped in all the p l umin g, Ifdywj wagj^Mfcj,;^ 
about Fuchs thK was entirely apparent «,WM 
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Omi of the things that mu* be put down against tbc ■'Nark **l ' < [: 

due they probably did more, towards the comipboo of Klaui ! : . ; 
Fuchs’ i mind than anythmg the Commumsa ever achseved.1 [ ^ 
They .ruined the Fuchs family jus* a* effectively as tome con- 
tagious plague might have done. They put thefathcr into! 
prison after the- mother had committed suicide. They drove 1 
the eldest ton and the younger daughter into exile and they' 
caused another daughter to throw herself out of an under- 1 
ground train in Berlin. Finally, having set then brownshirtg 
on to Klaus, the youngest boy, they forced him too into hiding 1 
and converted him into a bitter and hardened Communist, -il 
The Fuchses were not jews and in the beginning they were 1 
run Communist, to they were not natural targets of the Naas. • 

They were a Protestant family and they lived in rather poor 
but respectable circumstances in the industrial west of Ger- 
many. Dr. Emil Fuchs, the father, was a. Lutheran pastor of 
immense religious faith, and he brought up hu family in the 
belief that tliey must always do what they felt to be right 
whatever the consequences might be. It was not sufficient 
merely to know what was right; you had to act upon it This 
was the centre of his erred, a positive and active Christianity 
supported by the love of <iod and a firm belief that every man 
knew Within himself what was right and what was wrong. 

It carried him superbly through afflictions which are still un- 
heard of among most families in England and America. He 
became a Quaker, an active pacifist, and as a member of a 
5* 


; *>f : ' *«*•/*. ^ ; VKis .yCr-J . 

V group i too**..* utbr.ffjfigi— si Sakata* ihouaiMbei Sad 


EsrwWaridWm,, •Swt'si WjiU !►: <*uK*vb* vpMti *. . - ■ . 

• pfcOi hnisa^oyed frery-yemof life m’u 
Kttkd.' awmumiyinGeixttaay hefixecthc* 9 t 4 *Mihrofce ^ 

os*J*nd>m that tune frit buck bowMaeottg-Wbreke rokd ^ V . 

ttlaoiaadi byahaa vcm breaks^' up annod throw Life ^ 

.tbentihtcanhs i fi an rier<tmggfe:foi mmemc h e fcre theyhsj ^ v, 
fusty i g«t /thetp rents Lioacr the grooreL 1 Tha lore of Ood_ sat yi *£& >♦.*'" • 
'..’•not 10 apparent to them as it was to Dt. Fuchs, oad-etoskf t ' ) 

always; the 1 posnhiHry flue ha dsridrm would absorb ant pat Hi nj 

of it and forget' thn xaus dnr^they Would lay <ko«r 
God and yet soil behove in these absol u t e ti g h t ■aad^usraluty ^ \i;^,^^'^ 
to take deewons into choc own had* man 

selves thought best Rarest & dangerous , prd p oriris m ,i<« V ; 
demand for pcmnve individual action which was «** hawk ufc 
&ithi bur on personal) judgment,) and k is pteckdy jf ‘ '' 

destroyed the youngest taon. 1 ->u rtf.-: w—w* •■‘.1 ,;i <i;iuvWid( ^! 
lit&Uus was bans in the village of Bhutabhanvauq fie&aat 
Darmstadt and frankfurt-am-Mam, on av De ta s lk igsv 
and he was christmcd Emil Julius Warn. Ho first tuuMtwi ' .v 
were of lift in provincial towns in she industrial bdt ufloo. ’> 
hn father travdlcd &oin one poor parish to annthex. Hv rets . . ^ ; 1 • 

(00 young cp remember that he had been happy snmgh re ' , , , 

And more particularly he cemexnhflrBd his 6m act of .-w , 


puhjic ■ defiance soon after the First World War was omi 
This happoicd one day when there was a edebnma Car «hU 
Weinur Repaid* which had succeeded she Kaiser ’s Govesw. 
ment. Not all Germam by any mean* were ready l» accept 
rhfiy dcfcat and the tame compromise of a S o es ah * repuhksv 
They were willmg to erea the Weimar flags «» the poblfe 





htaUagt hot *> pdntf Any JAd'othrir aim* The Asg- 
twntt up opXbnaa athocl ksdlifag bm once thepcpihgot 
msidc many of them took off char republican badges and pot 
op the Impend colours hwtend. At home, no dswabt, Klaus 
hid baaed a great isJ abom kb fkhre V fcmat boym fb* the i- 
new comotnooiL.So hettuck to hi* Weiner colons and An ' 
other pupU me them off him.' That on* hit fiat -aancum, - 
kb fine effort «c doing what bethought right no master whai 
the consequences might be. lemems potable that there amid . 
(mine been other inddenaarwefl, for hit fiuher’s pacifism mold : 
lordly have been popular nt h at atm osphere and kw ttiD ' 
something of amandal fee a pamor <m Ism openly joined a 1 
pohfical patty: - <k : • v c .•>; : : » ?-•••. • - ; v.'n \ 

In 1915. when Kino m thirtora, hit btber joined the 

that of* poor, pious, and strictly Quakerish home, t !■■■;■ 1 
Klaut then mowed 1 , on to the uoiveniry at Leipzig, and im 
gathered at once into thoae tortuout and finile tmdergtadoatt 
intrigues which bedcviUed univenity life all over Germany at 
that time, and never coated or made rente until be left the 
country for good in 19)]. Even m the French and Italian 
universities in the nineteen-twenties there was no teal parallel 
for them political upheavals among the German student*, and 

bad and America. Probably there was nobody in Europe lea 

cal rules for themaives or anybody cbe, and in the ilwiw of 
say real knowledge of government their half-digested philo- 
sophy flew into direct action. They operated m a political 
vacuum where nothing was established. neither the new 
. R u t hin Co mmmm tn nor the new democracy mar the old 
mmurdikal idem of the West, and at yet nobody had fore- 
men that all these politics were going to he demolished by 
something quite new and homble in the world, the doctrine 
of fuarian. However, for the time bemg chit was a grand field 


mAhc pUgcdmm Ac toggle wsA nifem— 
i fiot, hka hie fethm, he jcfosd^fca Social DcanMom A* a. 

parifut bedidnM appcoiwof ihtparty^ phrnfor Acsebmld-, 

aifliaf thc Rmwrkrenw .btwJm ^rip p f a rml ^iocsat 
.Democrao m the Cnmnm m t wh a rd h lop t onoAmhar to*; 




, fe d m dnali rt H k aParhs drew y m mio MM. Hm 
lahmoamaimpmiifefoimlfe^rsiiwg as I g aafemn^ 

Neza.aaitwfag'anAhkmst ffmi nfhfefet(wV . j 

; he had >0 ace. sodaaAa jhfeaAtlmffOfcfeAtpdWBaN^ • ; 

his fethm a philosophy. An first sfspjhfi^h| Igflg dpsd 
that was gang to nl 1 hiw 

In 19J1. win Fuchs -mi \ M 

' profcsjoahip of sdigsc— sn w niw l A a tin A p rf 
Pol by n Kid, «mI riw. whole- fiuulywwnnsdUiO(Aosflasth»^ffi^' 

Price to chin they badhm ImqfdmdBfcmfclJfcMS 
town tn the Tbunngiaa hu es, 

were somewhat improved, Rndb amtfcomiata^dopp^M?- f ' " ’Ui 

degree in physics mad lustbrwsriM. ami d tsm imladinif^^vWWi 
with the political Imtshelwdfefe k thmd at la**. Kfcl 
a good deal tmalkz dm Lopng, kc wm— wm Ai hand 
undergraduate pohrics/snd he began to atrtka 9* JbthimriCl^^'r.t 
He made hit hot dam M to the left 

a new, ocgarirancm. which ! was comprised - partly ■nfr.Sarisl^ffv-^: ; 
Democnn and partly of C noimumni. and ha.bama* dair«<, > f' ^ 
man of it Thu was an ua w ho l esome groupon aay name. fas • ‘ 3 
the fine place no genuine Social Democrat could kausjni— d ’ ■* 4 

it, fer it was the penman policy of the Gosnaumrit Parry to: ’£'• . \ 

attack the -Social Democrats. The Communots loudly pm mi?- i ‘ 

claimed the united front of the lefe against the Nans g^d AnjY-[ ‘ . 



rig}* wing; burdnsdadnatp 
Social (T 


co un tr y , d» loopooge object of the ,Goafflu4J»«M»' 

e, «o destroy the Liberal* m wdl aa tie right: wing, fortf, , 



* group 

had a 
Nazi Party, to 


Nan Party, to gam me cannon** ot 

ing than into illegal adventures* awd -then dooUo^B*W j 'd*J^U\.t''.S' 
by exposing them at > the last mreatrii Aatiiainnan of •%*. 


. group" F uchs won found aaxlmirahlcoocapow fcr a manoeuvre? ; . 
of dm kind. The Nukwc igitanng for a redntrion of thriji - 


mvetrity fee*. Very well, Fudu pmpaaed « chenvlee ref' 


jotndy organize x strike of die students. The Nazi* were til 
bide taken aback at dm, but they were ready co discuss (he > 


and then, without warning the Nazis, ire issued a public 1 
p« M phl>r making it dear just what bad been going on. Al»l 
method of making enemies it would be hard to find tn inM. ■ 
peovenrere on this; and indeed the Nazis did nor forget; •' 
Long alter. Fudis said he bad some repining*. It had not; 1 
|w i i (mxssary to issue chat pamphlet, be reflected. He had’ 
violated tome standard of decent behaviour by doing it, and- . 

fat a long tunc he could not straighten out the incident in fai»> 
mind to his own satufachoo. Finally he accomplished dm by) 
wrymg that in astroggle of dm kind any such regrets were 


Meanwhile hr was rapidly moving further to the left: He 1 
wai already regarded as un rrha h l r by the Social Oentoaaa) 
for lus ftiendship with the Comminma over the pamphlet; 
affair, and then the series of Reichstag cJcctioni beginning rote. 

g the whole way. 



dtsiand tte SMkl'D^^ oppom vkm , 

v police organtarina and that wrarilhedhrattd uLAo facial -l" * ji ; 
i Ctareeaw an Ps*h.’sregntba* vatth* OMld. 


£ ■: «*ria.it aw thresh* sawed jetting W«w . pw*yi and; apan . , 'v j. j. 

thw he fiaallr .lmdm.wkhtW.fiMod Owe am *k *fb*d S£3 £ ; ;N-‘;>v 

hifcwdfaa a speakerifor the CommwoatMtthoalactanitandlhat 
'•'•Sneial- ^Democmcajrikdimit*^ Uvula. vt«a. 

V <. Wba* Hiaderibtirg ww cksaed,lflDd.'YVmJfcpm,a.&rach 
. .( ^ire fl rre dmniwad drei dtra ocraric 1fo ic M w.<»owrajMa^ 
wussll «M painfully cka to fiachathw be. had. bun ri g ht 
Tire Social Democxat^wnreentMlband and im+alJlmtJU , 
nor even have she wrength joJ&x At dw dyanfJhwnian,.-'; 
Government^ drey did w to arfet the matter an the Uriah v V.V>.$;' 
Central Court. The c*ly place fa|j*mpro wwwnhdafodt . --'f, v. .^ 

•: hloodad,ft^btingCooiinuni»taa uwt *t 

It did not occur to him. that he, end: the Coaauuoito had f?- 

last remaining hope of hberal democracy in: Germany- Nog, ^ StCv^'J 
doa he seem to have trained that by this tmrelhe Comranst . 

Party was committed in the deliberate pgfccyof WanagHwk* f . 
take power so that be could hang himself in the peucraa, and 
hi the rufultin g <iham dre Cammunnti dremsetves would iwffp 
in and «b-m»h*h all other partita, right left, and centre. They ; ;j J % 

turned out to be wrong about that, of course, but wtong.CC - j 

right Fuchs appears to have known nothing of it. ■ 

He had now performed the foil cycle: From a parried .Vv.:, 

democrat of Christian principles and a hem bdscvtf m the two- .1 

dom of the hvlividual he had developed into a nuhianl Com ; H 

jn atheist who had handad over hit free will tn dre t 

party: and he convinced himself that it had all hifpi ciJ • j 

logically *stcp by «ep, the whole uwy. . A\ iv v. 4< ; . j 

♦1 .... . - • 









and cwttubm abroad were supplied by the Gestapo with lists 
of Germans who had escaped, and they never ceased warn- 
ing the democracies against these dangerous reds. At times 
they demanded their extradition. 

In November 1934 the German Consul at Bristol reported 
(Bto&ully to the Chief Constable of the city that Klaus Fuchs 
was a Communist. This piece of gratuitous information was 
hardly likely to any great stir in the Chief Constable's 
office. In the first place die German Consul was the repre^ 
tentative of the Nazi Government; and secondly he admitted 
that die source of his information was a Gestapo report from 
Kid (and it is worth while remembering that already in the 
early 'thirties the Gestapo was regarded with a horror which 
has hardly been eclipsed by the Russian secret police, even 
yet), (n any case it was not illegal fora man to be a Communist 
in England; it was indeed a guarantee that he was not a Nan. 
Moreover, Acre Were no means of checking Fuchs's past record 
except from the Germans themselves, and they were scarcely 
unprejudiced — automatically they branded a man as a Jew or 
a criminal or * red or ill three if he dared to escape from the 
Fatherland. 

This report fromthe German Consul in Bristol in 1934 was 
die only definite evidence of Fuchs's Communism that was 
ever presented right up to the rime of his confession and 
arrest It was known, of course, among his friends that he 
had left-wing views; he never made any secret of it at Bristol. 
He associated with other German refugees who were known 
to he strongly anri-Nsri. But he never committed any public 
act which indicated bis allegiance to Communism. He never 
joined die British Communist Party. He never told the pohee 
or my official body, now or later, that he was a Communist. 
And he never took an active pare in any Communist meeting 
or demonstration, unless you count dhae fact that he was on 
the committee of a Spanish Relief organization ’which wat 
largely concerned with assisting Spanish refugees. “l" 1 . 
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1 fai forwarding the Gestapo .report to his authorities in Leo~ ' 
don, the Chief Constable commented that Fuchs wad- not 
< known to have taken part in any Communist activities in 
Bristol, nor had he in any way come to the unfavourable 
i‘ notice of the police. As an alien whose permit to stay and 
-» work in England had to be extended from rime to time, Fuchs 
was checked on three separate occasions by the Bristol police 
; —each rime with the same negative result. : > 

. If is, of course, true that had the police cared to inquire 
-’among Fuchs’s friends and neighbours they would have turned 
- up the fact that privately ha held strong left-wing V 
which was t 


already. The Quaker family with which bp stayed used to 
make Into unit trips to Russia and woe, at that time, en- 
' v/ thususOc about what they saw there. But friends and nrigh- 
r, : hours were hanlly likely to volunteer much information of 
>• the boy’s politic*! background in Germany, even if they knew 
anything about it. In any case there were scores, even hundreds, 

.f. of Fuchses running round England in the ntntom-tbirocs, and 
. provided they did not break the peace or openly make a 
-7 nuisance of tbcmselves the polar had nritlw-thc me a n s nor 

!* tbe desire to pry inm their private frrea.’ t * ' .1. ::t 

vi‘ Fuchs, in fret, was living a very quiet life indeed. Ii> ms 
as though hit recent experiences in Germany had e xhau st ed . 
i’ him and drained him of all desire fra: actiasL The record affhe 
. ’ji next rit yean in England is one of aneventfiil and can turnout 
. t work in the universities while that excel len t beam took hold • 
«-, of its subject to the cxchmon of almost everything ehe. ; 

For the first year he stayed in. the a ^ 


h. seeing very fewpeopk, and he whs a shy and unobtrusive 
visitor in the house. Those who knew him then dmcrihfc Mm 
»l-«s an exoeprioiiaUy gentle young -man. He Would never 1 have 
ni bnrt a fiy. And he was grateful for what was b«ug dan* for 

- V him. .Soon after his arrival he waa takes* dowts-to Ae Unmt- 
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nty of Bristol and there he met Professor Nevill Mott of the 
physics department, who spoke fluent German. Mott heard 
the story of how Fuchs had aU bur completed his degree in 
physics in Kid when he was forced to go into hiding, and it 
was arranged that he should attend the Bristol University free 
of charge. In addition to this, Fuchs was helped by the Aca- 
- demic Assistance Council and the Society for the Protection 
of Science and Learning. In October 193+ (when the German 
Consul no doubt got to hear about him) he entered the Uni- 
versity as Mott’s first research student. About the same time 
his Quaker friends moved into the city and Fuchs moved with 
them. Later, when a little money reached him through the 
charitable institutions, he moved into rooms of his own m the 
suburb of Redland. 

Tlie physical laboratories of Bristol University have had few 
students of the ability of Klaus Fuchs. He worked with a 
persistent, methodical concentration, and there was very little 
in his bfe but his work. In 1937 he was awarded his Doctorate 
of Philosophy in mathematical physics; and at the same time 
he v is given a research scholarship to continue his studies 
under Professor Max Bom at Edinburgh. It was not a par- 
ticularly good scholarship, for Fuchs was still an alien and 
quite unknown. Professor Mott says now that he possibly 
underrated Fuchs’s abilities at the time, but his later success in 
physics was certainly not apparent then. However, he did 
well at Edinburgh. He began to contribute accounts of his 
original research to the scientific journals, he wrote a thesis 
‘On Some Problems of Condensation Quantum Dynamics 
and Stability of Nuclei’, and within two yean got his Doc- 
torate of Science in theoretical physics. In 1939, on taking this 
degree, he was awarded a Carnegie Research Scholarship and 
he continued to work at Edinburgh. 

Meanwhile, through these yean, Fuchs was treating himself 
to a thoroughgoing study of the philosophy of Karl Marx in 
the privacy of his bedroom ax home. He described this later 


in his confession:. ‘The idea which gripped me most was dje 
belief that in the past man has been unable to understand his 
own history and die forces which lead to the further develop- 
ment of human society; that now, for the first time, nun 
understands die historical forces and he is able to control them, 
and that therefore for the first rime he will be really free. 1 
carried this idea over into the personal sphere and believed that 
I could understand myself and that I could make myself into 
what I should be.' . ,, 

The method was pythigorean and the objdx mesriank: the 
approach to glory by numbers.- In. Germany events had hap- 
pened so rapidly and so viofendy, the struggle had been so 
immediate and so personal. -But here was the philosophy 
behind it, the explanation and the justification: the indication 
of the way ahead. Das Kapiial captivated him, just as it was 
captivating so many others in the universities just then. But 
Fuchs's faith was doubly strong, for he had already fought fi* 
the cause in Germany and, having been brought up in. the 
habit of religion and having abandoned Christi a ni ty, he. was 
desperately in need of something to replace it. 

All this he wrestled with quite alone. He never tried to 
convert anybody else; indeed, in a political conversation he 
tended to retreat more and more into the private reminder 
of his own mind and keep silent Equally there it no ground 
for believing that all through these six yean he was in England 
he was acting as an agent for either the German or the Russian: 
Communists. To a great extent he lost touch with Germany. 
He corresponded innocuously from tune to time with hit 
father (who was not a Communist), but most of his old Com-, 
munist acquaintances inside Germany were either dead, up-, 
prisoned, or in hiding. He himself went abroad only once on 
a visit to his brother, who by now ; had escaped to Switzerland. 
He saw his sister Kristel once very briefly when she pasted 
through ngland on her way from Germany to the United- 
States in .936. In any case, at the time of Fuchs’s escape from 
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Germany » I9M « was not the estab&hed p«cri« of die 
Russian Intelligence Service to employ non-party members 
abroad — dm came later. Fuchs, moreover, was still not m 
ponnshm of secret information; up to 1939 dicre was a free 
—even an eager— interchange of information on noefear 
phvsKs throughout the world. ' 

As (or the effect of England todfand die life of a democracy 
upon Fuchs, it is impossible to *ay very much. As the years 
. went by he did tend to become less political in his conversa- 
tion and more engrossed in his work. It has been suggened 

by one of the scientists who knew him well dot Communism 
was for Fuchs a kind of Sunday observance. The faith was 
„ always there in the background, but he had only a certain 
amount of tbnc to give to it. Like a business man who is in- 
volved in his attain ail the week, he kept his religion in a 
separate compartment of his mind, and for the most part it 
did not impinge on his work in the laboratory. He never foil 
strongly enough to enlist in the International Brigade in Spam, 
and it may have been that by the outbreak of war in 1939 
there was a certain weakening of his Communism. Certainly,' 
he confessed later, he received a jolt when Mokttov and Rib- 
bentrop signed the Russo-German Pact Up to that time he 
automatically accepted that most of the things you heard about 
Soviet Russia were deliberate lies. But here was a solid, avowed, 
and indigestible fact: the Russians had gone over to the Nazis, 
die people he most loathed in all the world. However, he ex- 
plained dm away by reassuring himself that Russia had signed 
the pact simply to gain tune so that she could expand her 
influence against Germany in the Balkans. And then, when' 
finally Hitler did attack Russia in 1 94 1 . he observed with delight 
that it was precisely *0, 

IV>r a time also he found Russia* attack on Finland in 194a 
m even mom difficult piU to swallow. But this too was suscep- 
tible to logic, ctioe tone worked it out: Ruaoa. was simply 
preparing her defences against oil imperialistic: Powers. Had 
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not France and England themselves been t h i nk i ng of invading 
Finland in 1940? 

He succeeded then in resolving hit doubts, but at laic he 
did have doubts, and that was a considerable improvement 
upon, his earlier attitude when he accepted the party line with- 
out question. He was beginning to think again for himse l f 
His six yean in England had gone a long way towards restoring 
his self-confidence and his sense of security. But the trouble 
with Fuchs was that he. never knew when to stop. His self* 
confidence developed into arrogance — not .an outward ano* ■ 
gance that required public display, but the inward and 
convinced arrogance of a genuinely introspective mind that 
never coma out into the open and submits itself to cnriaim. 
He fought hii campaigns for the health, wealth, and happiness 
of mankind within the confines of his own skulL 

However, in 1939 it was not beyond the bounds of possi- 
bility that, given , a Utile more time in the safe, seclusion of 
Edinburgh, he might have become a little dearer still on the 
subject of Russian Commtmism. Certainly he was beginning 
to accept the English way of life; He was now twenty-seven. 
He spoke English with a German accent but fluently, and he 
made English' and Scottish friends. On July 17th he 
appUed for Bnrish naturalization. 

On the. face of it there was no reason why he should not 
have been naturalized then. He was supported by the Quaken 
and the universities. For six yean he had been a loyal arizen, 
and hn post-graduite work in the British laboratories had been 
remarkably good. But . by July it was too late. The war began 
before his applicaribn could go forward, and from September 
.1939 all such naturalizations of enemy aliens were, for the time 
being, put aside. This wal a pity, for, as an enemy alien, he 
was now submitted to an. experience winch may well have 
shaken his faith in democracy if he ever had any such faith . 

On a November 1939, when the ooontry had already been 
at wax with Germany for two months, Fuchs was summoned 


before d>e Alias Tribunal at Edinburgh. He had been daasi- 
-Bed by the Home Office as a refugee from Nazi oppression, 

> toJ there was now an inv estig at i on into his record. 

When Fuchs was finally arrested afcet the war it was asserted 
that he dec bred himself to be a Communist before this, to* 
i hm»l md consequently the authorities should have been on 
i t heir guard Bom dial moment forward. But this was not so. 
i Fuchs nude no such admission. All the tribunal had before it 
\ was a later Bom Professor Max Bom of Edinburgh Univer* 
■1 ury saying *har Fuchs had been a member of the Social Demo- ' 
\ crane Parry in Germany between 1930 and 193a. And, in view 
■ of his excellent record in Britain, the tribunal exempted him 
\ from the special restrioioos which were then applicable to 
' enemy aliens. He had to report to the police, but that was aU. 
Fuchs went hack to his work at the university. 

This was the cold-war period when there was as yet no 
bombing of civilian towns and no real activity 00 the western 
front. But with Hitler’s attack on France and the Low Countries 
in the following summer this picture altered entirely. Britain 
was now faced with an acute national emergency and the 
prospect of invasion. There were obvious reasons for keeping 
the closest check upon all German nationals. Quite apart from 
die question of their loyalty— and there was no time to in- 
vestigate it then — refugees from Germany were likely to be one 
of the first targets of the Gestapo if Bnum were to be invaded 
In addition, the food shortage was starting, and no adequate 
staff or accommodation was available for the internee*. 
There was, therefore, an urgent need to get them out of the 
country, Fuchs was interned under the General Order of May 
194a 

He was tent fint to the Isle of Man in the Irish Sea, and 
then transported across the Atlantic to die Sherbrooke camp 
near Quebec, m Canada. All this was done in a state of some 
haste and confusion, for the country was snore concerned 
with fighting for in own existence at die tune, Without doubt 
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some of the internees were compelled to five trader hatsh com* 

ditions during the early stages of the evacuation. In Fuchs’s 

case he was bundled unceremoniously aboard a ship where -. :,y . . 

some of the prisoners felt they were treated more as criminals . V- ' 

dun ordinary human beings. He at lean was luckier dun those 

aboard another internee ship, the Artmdora Star, winch. was ' ' 

• torpedoed in 1940 by a German U-boat and sank. , •£,' 

. ..tiSome of the indignities tin enemy aliens suffered teem 
grotesque now, though perhaps understandable when one to- ' 
members the strains and die dangers of the time. The ship in # 

whach Fuchs crossed from Liverpool to Quebec was the Ettrick, 

■ end the journey took a fortnight. A strict discipline was m- 
forced. <nd in his daily inspection tours around the ship the ■ ’ , y : . 
Captain had his presence announced by a hunting horn, so dut 
' the prisoners were warned in advance, to spring to attentsosaj X X-v;' ; 
The papen relating to them had been sunk in the AnmJam I' >. 
Star, and this meant that on their arrival in Canada nobody fed ' ;'v 

a time knew exactly who they were. There were a group.of ^ * 
German clergymen an board, and, on their arrival in Canada, ** J- i '!' ' , 
it was assumed that. they woe Nazi parachutists in disguise . 
who had dropped cm Rotterdam diwing thc frightfiil raid ' 
which almost destroyed the oty;.Susd they vycre treated aa 
such. They and die others were greeted with jeers of ‘How* 

Hitler?’ and conameoa - which war a good deal mocq 
thoroughgoing than doth Then, cm another .ocaaoa>'aa 
honest British major assembled the prisoners before him. Mom 
of their familin M Iwn irnyilw^ liy 

Hitler, and many of them had bandy escaped de Nun With 
their own fives. Co n sequen t ly they ^krero ft. -.good deal fare Vr**.’; 

; toaisbcd when the Major deebied. ‘I’m British andlatn loyal ■'&} 
to my King. You are Germans and you think yon have get to ^ 

; be loyal lo Hitler. As long as that’t dear and we understand ■ ’ /’V 4 '.vi 
one another we will get along together all right.** On mli $ 

another occasion, when the prisoners were nuking a p rote st - 
—it was a minor matter concrn*d with that mw illin g nest to J 
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uk prisoner-of-war ltotrpper or something of the hind— the 

guards turned their rifles on them. " 

Since men probably resent indignity more than anything 
ehe, especially indignity that is founded upon misunderstand- 
ing and. injustice, if seems possible tlut Fuchs began to harbour 
a resentment against the democracies. He would hardly have 
been human if he had not. 

The cotifosion still persisted in Canada after Fuchs's arrival, 
for there had been no time to sort out the prisoners adequately 
in England before their embarkation. Fuchs, now wearing a 
prisoner's uniform with a large coloured patch on the back, 
found himself in a camp which was designed to accommodate 
avowed and unrepentant Nazis. However, he found one friend 
there, and that was a man named Hans Kalile, who bad also 
been sent to Sherbrooke by mistake. It is a matter for specula- 
tion now as to just how much Fuchs may have been affected 
by his internment and his meeting with this man Kahle. 

Furlis himself had no specific complaint to make later about 
his internment beyond saying that he realized dot, at the rime, 
Britain ‘could not spare good people to. look after the in tee- 
ners’, and that being deprived of newspapers he was prevented 
from knowing how the British were getting on in the war 
and from learning more about Ac real character of the British 
people. Presumably what he meant (bur did not care to say) 
was that up to 1940 he was not at all sure that the British were 
seriously determined to fight the Nazis; that was a job which 
uicimatciy Ac Russians would have to tackle. 

At all event* his internment had cut him off from his work 
•nti it: is not impossible that in the idleness of camp life hit 
turned to the ocher and secret passion of his Hfe— the study of 
Russian Communism— and refreshed his faith therein. Ccr* ‘ 
tainly Hans Kalile would have assisted him in this matter, for 
Kahle was a case-hardened Communist who had been through 
the mill from 1935 onwards, a much older man than Fuchs 
and highly persuasive. He was bom in Berlin in 1899 and is 
7 « 


repotted go have been an officer in the Rdchswehr before he 
became a Communist adventurer. He was in the Soviet Union 
in 1935 and 1936 and subsequently commanded a formation 
of the Republican Army in the Spanish civil war. In Spain he 
was regarded as a representative of the O.G.P.U. - 
: In 1939 Kahle came to England where he wrote a book on 
the civil war, and quickly foil in with well-known British 
Communists. He was also active in working among organiza- 
tions for the relief of refugees from Germany and Spain until 
■ war broke out, when he was interned and sent to Canada. 

later he was released in order to work under Professor 
J. B. S. Haldane at the Admiralty in London. Throughout foe 
war Kahle was a Co mm until organiw* and propagandist and 
• member of tire executive of the German Communist Party 
in Britain. Possibly he was still then on die staff of the O.G.P.U. 
Soon after, the war be went to the Soviet Zone in Germany, 
.was given an important police post, and died there in 1947. 

This man was the dose friend and companion, of Fuchs 
during the six odd months they were together in Canada, at 
first in a camp of pronounced Nazis. . 

It is not suggested that Hans Kahle drew Fuchs iatotbc Rus- 
sian espionage net — Fuchs has said he did not— but it is pos- 
sible that he reported 10 tbc Russians that Fuchs was a promising 
prospect. If he did make such a report, the Russians did 
nothing about it They were not always, as we shall see, 
remarkably efficient Kahle and Fuchs met only once again 
when they had both returned to England, at a Free German 
Youth organization. 

Fuchs got no black marks against him in camp. He was a 
.ste rile prisoner. He cook a normal part in the camp politics. 

: Gutx he joined a protest against the appointment of the son 
,of the former German Crown Prince as camp leader. (The 
young man had been studying in England when war broke 
out and was regarded as a Nazi sympathizer.) On another 
occasion he protested again when there was *, report that 



WBh mtcme« were to be exchanged for Canadian praonen 
Kmnany. But Fuchs was not notably obstreperous on the* 
ZTcbL was. however, one other mtcr«emg^« * l»t 

S^STused to receive papers and magazines &orrO*ael , 
HalLin. a professor of mathemaoa at Qu«n* University, 

‘ £££ Ontario. Halpcnn, whoja- bom ofRu^n ^ ; , 

in Canada, was doselv questioned by the Canadian Rc?d ,* 
Commission in m6 and finally acquitted Fuchs “P ^ ,•?' l ;% 

met Halpetin and does not know why Halpenn sau him the v , 
nwgarm^cxpt that, just posnbly. Hdpcrin trught ^vegat 
2 L name from his aster Kernel in 

crop, up again in another way in the Fuchs case, for when the 
CaMihan police raided Halpcnns home they 
dress book. And in that book was the name of Fuchs. This 
information was available to the authority in g«** 

three yean before Fnchf was arrested. . .. 

But a good deal too much can be made of this. Halpem I 
address book contained many names of men who had nothing 
whatever to do with espionage. The mere appearance of the 
name Fuchs in that list in 1946-or of any other namc-could 
not have kd to an immediate suspicion. It well might have 
been included simply because Halperin had been asked to send 
mainlines to Fuchs in camp. Still the connexion u there, and 
il remains one of the by-paths of the story that has not been 


mtntaaoray cspiauicu. ■ . . .. - 

Fuchs remained under internment in Canada for the rest 
I94 o (consequen tly missing the worst of the air Wire on Eng- 
land), but his friends were working for him. Professor Boon 
and other scientists wbo knew and valued his work pressed for 
hn release. And by now the authorities m England had had an 
oppommity ic* dmek upon the men who had been so hurriedly 
Httfaway in the crisis. In January 19*1 Fuchs was released. He 
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Hie security services were consulted andthey put forward 
die &CC. Here wu the report from the German Consul at 
Bristol which had to be regarded as a tainted source. Apart 
from this there was nothing against Fuchs; he had studied for 
seven yean; in England, he had applied for naturalization, he 
had been interned and then released, and now he was engaged 
on research into theoretical physics at Edinburgh. Apart from 
the fact that he was an enemy alien, at no point in this record 
had he given grounds for suspicion. However, it was only 
reasonable for the time being to put Fuchs on a low security 
raring— he should not be given access to more classified work 
than was strictly necessary. And it had to be estimated that, 
if he did give away information, he was more likely to give 
it to the Russians than the German enemy. That was security's 
report on Fuchs in 1941. 

However, in England it is not the business of the security 
services to say whether or not a man shall be given a job. 
Their futvroon is advisory — to put forward the known facts 
and interpret them, ft is the responsibility of the Government 
department concerned to decide whether or not they shall 
employ the man. In this case the department concerned was 
the Ministry of Aircraft Production, for all work on atomic 
’ energy had recendy been pur under its control. The Ministry 
just then was engaged in producing aircraft to fight the Battle 
of Britain, and pronounced view* were held by Mr. Churchill 
and his Cabinet: anyone, they argued, who was able to help 
Britain towards the winning of the war ought to be pressed 
into service, and ar once. Fuchs was employed. And since it 
was manifestly absurd to ask him to engage in the work with- 
out telling him what k was about he was. later given access 
lo classified material in fiinnQglttni 
He began work in May 1941. and signed, the Official 
Senas Act at taking up bis employment. "Since he was poor 
and alone the Pools family found room for him in their. house 


mate member of their household, until towards the cad of I 

his stay in England in 1943 wlien he moved to quarters of hs I 

own. Through all this rime — a period of more than two yean I 

— he never indicated by anything he said or was observed to I 

do that he was in touch with the Russians. The univenity staff I 

and hi* friends were entirely without suspicion. They found W 

him thy, rather silent and abstracted. He was quite hope let* 1 

at the business of looking after himself; unless someone in I * 

the Peicrls household had sewn on his buttons, helped him . 

buy his Christmas presents, and occasionally taken him out to 

social gatherings, then none of these things would have been 
done. He returned from his work each evening, and if nobody 
prevented him he simply went to his room and continued to 
work again halfway through the night He was not disagree- 
able to live with. He liked children, he was fond of dogs, and 
in a mild, unworldly fashion he assisted at (in the French sense) 
rather than took part in the family and university gatherings. 

When he first arrived in Birmingham his face became paralysed 
with some infection, hut as a rule he seemed to enjoy at least 
an anaemic good health. But he had bad teeth and preferred 
soft foods, especially eggs and puddings. He made occasional 
trips down to London, sometimes in connexion with his work, 
but otherwise seldom went outside Birmingham. 

There was just one incident— it was hardly even an inci- 
dent— that might have indicated to the scientists in Birming- 
ham that they had a strange man here amongst thefn. It was 
a New Year’s Eve party. They were singing Russian songs 
and Fuchs was observed standing a little apart from the other* 
with a look of transcendental exaltation on his face — a look 
of such rapture that the woman who saw it imagined that he 
must suddenly have fallen in love. ' ^ 

Six months after Fuchs arrived in Birmingham the organize- ! 

don known as Tube Alloys was set up to co-ordinate the wodt 
of the atomic scientists in the different universities. It was 
not conducted as an ordinary Government ministry with a 



V» iMffrr rf rrf 1 aemnn, but wu a small and wry secret 
iffuz with unobtniave office* in Old Queen Street, .West-r 

it had a staffheaded by Sir Wallace Akers, .■ ^ 

of Imperial Chemical Industries, and Mr. Michael Pectin, alio ' ' , ! V 
of 1.CJ., who was brought in ai hii assistant. They wets 
directly responsible to the Lord President of the Council (Sit 
John Anderson), and the Prime Minister. One of. their duties 
was to act as a clearing house for information, as tbe wot*. on v j. ^ 
atomic e«rgy»*rogrt»ed. The scientist* engaged on the pro- “ 
jtet in Oxford. Cambridge, Birmingham, and elsewhere were ■ ■' -r i. 

to send in monthly reports which could be disseminated ,$• Vv 
among themselves so that redundancies could be avoided and ‘!X$ : 
die work would march forward evenly. The man who never v g-fc'. 
6ikd in bringing in his reports on rime— who never pleaded ' 
that he was too busy, or that he was occupied with an experir 
asatc which could not wait — war Klaus Fuchs. And ha reports 
were lucid, well written, and precise. Whm asked to interpret V 
for other sdenrists who were not working in the sure 
field he also had a flair for reducing their tedmic a J i rire to simple 
(Active langugage. ' ■-’ .•« ■' • ■ - ■ ' " 

Very soon Professor Peserls in Birmingham was delig h ted 
with the choice he had made of an assistant, and by 194a he 
realized he had acquired something of inestimable value, a 
perfectly methodical calculating brain. More than that. Fuchs 
Wwt 2 talent ; foe understanding any problem that was put to 
; him and he learned with as t o n is h i n g rapidity. He could be 
aikcd to tackle any calculation and one could rely entirely upon 

• his results. . 

The work at Birmingham was mainly concerned with the 
gaseous diffusion process of separating the uranium isotopes, 
w hich was still in the experimental stage both in Britain and 
die United Stares, and was only one of several alternatives 
dren being explored. Professor Peierls was a gaseous diffusion 
ypth.wTMr «?>rl Fuchs, working away in his private world of 

* mathematics, soon became an enthusiast as wdl. 
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biln I94» FacW ^gam’ ^ppHtidfe- nariirUieaiicai *»1f British 
; subject, and he had thawrcog backing df the Tube Alloy* V 
directorate. Enemy aliens were only naturalized in exceptional 
oses during the ' waf,' and the reason 1 given here was that : v' 
■' Fuchs was engaged on work of national importance. He had 
■ to become a British atriai in order to he given access to certain 
prohibited places in connexion with hit work. -v-<t > ft 1 iff; " V; : 

< ' There was a police mvearigarion.' The eight-year-old report 
of the German Consul was again brought up; and h was still 
die only evidence against him: Fuchs himself hm examined at 
an open hewing— the British procedure ia very ritnilar to the 
system it* the United States— and on 7 August 1942, on bring 
,, oacmalized, he Book the followingfoaih of allegiance:" '-"h •/ 

N ; * l Emil Julius Uaqs fychs, svr«a(hy Almighty, God that J wifl 
& , ( h< faithful and heat true alkgtaty* to His Majesty. Kipg foqigc 
;; Hpis ^nj| Succc^oi^ | aqnpra^^ > |aw. ; v , y.y r ' 

I'tWbmbe took that oath Fuchs was in active and' tegtdaf 
contact with a Russian Agent Ha established dur contact wry 
soon after he arrived in Birmingham in 1941, and it was not ’ 
the Rumans who had come to hfnt^he huraelfhad approached 
them fust and hid offered to pur information!*'' ^<*tjwtir.! •. 

; . ' ft was not difficult for Fuchs to get into touch wkh the Rn^ 

. nans. Through the refugee organization* and the unsvettttks 
he knew a number of Oomtnunisa who had reached England 
foim Germany sinx 1933, and riwas onoof these who piased' 
him on to Simon Kroner, the aaoetary to thrSovier Mditirf 
Attache in London. . . ..-..rrimar : < . 

> Throughout hit dttadttion with Kroner Ttidu knew Win ^ 
cmly by the name of ‘Alexander', and never discovered hiJ ' * 
real identity. But Krona was qfole a fomiliar though a minor' 
figure among diplomats and military people ih London during 
the war. His full name was Simon Davidovich Kictner anti 
he was a Russian, horn in Gorad in 1900. He arrived in Eng-J 
land to take up his post at the Russian Embassy two yens 
»S 






before the wu, and lie w accompanied by his wife end 
that two «m*H children. Hn job was, without doubt, tnefely 
tt outer for more jmpnmnt activities He left England towards 
the cad of the war, before the Canadian spy net was discovered 
and long before Fuchs’s arrest, > < i 

What made Fuchs suddenly decide to aim active, ttaitor in 
19*1? We have hi* own version of the matter :u! 

. 'Shorter after my release {from internment} I was asked to 
bt 4 > Itoliraot Pdcrb in Birmingham on some war work: l 
accepted j: and I started work without knowing at first what 
dw work, was. I doubt wbetha it would have made any dif- 
ference to my subsequent actions if I had known the nature .} ' 1:'! 
of the work beforehand. When 1 learned about the purpose 
of the work I decided to inform Russia and 1 established con- . * 
tan through another member of the Communist Party. Since ! ■ 
that dme 1 have had continuous contact with persons wnp woe • 
completely unknown to me, except that I knew they would 

hand ova whatever information I gave them to the Rowan 
authorities. At this tune I had complete confidence in Russian 
policy and I believed that (he Western Allies deliberately 
allowed Russia and Germany to fight each other to the death. 

I therefore bad no hestadon in giving all the inform* bon 1 
had, even though occasionally 1 tried to concentrate mainly 
on giving information about tlx: results of my own work.’ ,.i.- 
. The phrase ‘another member of the Communist Patty* is 
interesting, for it indicates that even though he had no con- 
tact with the party in. England, he soil regarded himself:* 
member. 

Certainly the timing was important. In June 1941. when . 
Fudu first btgan to work On the atomic bomb the Nazis atr. 
tacked Russia, and then all those anxious doubts about the 
Russo-German Pact and the invasion of Finland were swept 
put of Fuchs’s mind. There followed through. die ensuing 
months Stalin’s persistent demand (echoed by the Communist 
Party all over die wodd) for a ‘second front’— an i&yaifon by 
W 



the Western Allies of western Europe 1 so-dsat die strain M 
Russia would be relieved. When dme wanton 1 and that demand 
was not answered, when Moscow nearly fell, when the 
for Stalingrad was fought and the fossa of the Russians were 
frightful, it might indeed have seemed to Klaus Fuchs that 
his chosen people were being left to bear the brunt He felt 
an ardent burning to do something for the cause. There were) 
many other people in England who felt the same way at the 
time ; Mrs. Churchill was or gan mug her R imim p eli-f Paih. 
m litre and an r intensely pro-Russian Reeling spread over! 
Britain.' Ayockcfi 1 redoubled 1 fhmr. fi Ivmy .m the factories 

there was great enthusiasm when the fine British arms were 
, tent off to heroic Russia' On the Munnsndc run. But. few; 

gancc to do whas Klaus Fudn did.'”. 1 u no:iJ. >■ . 

He took copies <of his monthly reporaof hfowoek on atomic 
energy and gave ahem to Simon Kroner In London. That' was 

of the-war. . 'Vjd ..•hwowu,-. -xl o: it'-i«cjv> no 

He had gt least four meetings wish Kramer tnlandon be^ 
twam the end of 194a in 44 he end 0C1942. Sukairwas not 
always easy foe furrX to gee away- from^Birasngham during 
the working wcdcMtts a train journey of' several houn from 
Btrmmghim to Lo«foo— -chfr'meebdg^'.were fixed at the 

to the south of Hyde Parky not far from^the Russian Embassy* 
in Kensington Palace Gardens. Here he diet just one mtuvaf . 
Russian, whvyokr Fngltth and called himself. ‘'Alexander', 
and seemed to be' familiar with ‘his sufpoundmgi. ■ Fuchsia 
meticulous man, Shay have had some doubts is to 'whether 
his coMact^-thu man Aleximda^fwa^gsmuiitt. sad 'whether' 
the fnform^on wfo actually getting forougb to d* Russian* 
because, won after this first meetingi he: weat'opady m the 
Russian Embassy to make inquitit*,' a thing chat watiabsr^ 
lutdy forbidden to Agents; dad, unlaw.cbey doodad to mine 
*7 


- ik -*■ in diia aao, he can hardly have been dunked by the 
a »mim for it. However, he was reassured, for he took up his 
with Kroner again and these were in the street; 
either a quiet residential wad or a crowded bus stop was chosen 

.There was then, and still is, a technique of Russian spying. 

It is of infinite variation, but certain basic rules exist, 

sndi as the obvious one that forbids the spy eo do anything 
to foolhardy m paying a visit to a Soviet consulate or em-i 
(uvy. Some time before the war the Russian Intelligence 
Scrvke was reorganized, and spies were also forbidden to . 
lave any connexion with the local Communist Parties, These 
panics wac trill as a recruiting ground for spies, but 
immediatel y a man was hr was obliged to break off all, ■' j.V 

association with known Communists. J ■- ->.ii >. ■ : 

Under the new arrangements tbe.Ruuuna found ; it ,’^V 
ranch mom profitable to work through trauotv--ideQlogic*LT : 
foeognm like KlamFuchs^than through then own nauortth^,; 
who tended on occasion to be atrociously heavy-handed in, 
il y imfimiliu surro undings of the West, Tbe Russians them- -■ 
selves supplied the director of each net : he was Usually placed^ 
in ft country ouende, the cue his netwavipyuig upon. . /.v-h.; . 

Tire employment of tzaiton also called for a. new kind of 
dealing few/ of . them entered the service for mctwjy 

Nevert h ele ss ^; it; was necessary to hind them, to nuke sum 
. dwy would DOC! weaken m turn again; and so the Russian) 

upn sheir agenta, and. obtained receipts— which werq UJefot 
‘ foe blackmailing purposes in case of necessity. bro (.•.ui,; 
ILuwian agcoo. ste tramed m the double bfc— it was uodou 
ornery of Fuchs’s,. «L .he appears to have unagmed-r-suid by; 
dot ore of oovee napes and other devkothey were all kept uk 
acparwe compartmenta. The object here, of coujtc,, was to eo- 
sucr that if a man were discovered be could give only limited ■ 
infoaaatn about hi* .actual contacts Xb*>)li^;olxinnch o£ 


communication are normally through Russiaa embassie# and 
legations. They in turn used diplomatic couriers who passed 'N 
regularly to Moscow. Alternatively, coded messages were sent 
by illegal radio seaborn. \ /-j f 

, The meeting-places- more fevoured for spies and couziere " ’■ y 
were never private houses. Crowded streets and underground - 

ttarians were found more private, dace for the most part the 
co nt act lasted only a few jmr long enough to p°«« 

a document in a folded newspaper at a piece of microfilm in , ‘ ' : • v 
aogarttte. v,}». -• • ; '$fj 

\ jI A* ^»de no-signal of recognioan when they > C : 

: meeting. As a precaution a third mao, unknown to the other 
two, sometimes stood by to make asm that die sneering was - ■ 

- feihrelWcoaM^^ dtsigne^t^ducovez just . ^ ^ 

wmhesnK^iednpctt.'lft tw»piU'j«/q^un,.;r):d i r.rfT. : 

' h- All there nuam icefeirty coripnin knowledge nbw:» * 
sesuk of tfae' Cna di m tqv r a ri ga rit in k and thb-dcfecadns o£ so ..r •£& 
many Rummy and ocher Commgfom eo dae Wtk, Bor:m;-;' >^ 
riHi aad i^a (when it’ was hardly to he expected that Rmain <$&&■ 
was- already implacably; detecmme&tKttriQtknniiic face allies) 

•hop’ duogi wae fer foam coounonp^ct. Forhs had to leant 

‘ ariowed a remarkable aptitude for it. Xhe Rinnans could b«\c 
had few agous as preb* as he wzs,>few njcn so exact in chew ‘ , 
inemoeyvao cleat in exposmamireipsrtrtiHl.siwl so eagtr. 1 v 
It was October 194 r when' Fucfo -began partrn g- infonn^v^ 

Ota; it was in Ac fon* of carbon -copses ofJ^TBporwwhkfci'c 
he had typed himself or manuscript in his own haadwriaa0(&~ ; 

All dfo 4 flfo*m*ri*v qwrefi^.hisd^,^^ 
result jof his own work. If be hadnotbor mfonoariov 
toac. be did oot gtve jt it acmnsvpfljpUe there 

- . XsV'i 


early riage he may have soothed hi* conscience by reassuring 
himself that, after all. dm information was his own property, 
i He had produced it; it was his to give away where he wished. 
But if these reservations existed in his mind they did pot last. 

At the end of 194a Alexander disappeared, and Fuchs was 
told that from now on he would be dealing with a new eon- 
' tact, a woman. In addition the place of rendezvous was changed 
1 —no doubt to suit Fuchs’s convenience — from London to Baa- 

• bury. Banbury is a market town some forty miles from Bir- 

> mingham. The new series of meetings began there in 194* . 
and continued at intervals of two or three months. On each 
occasion Ftxrhi took as afternoon train down from Birming- 
ham in (he week-ends, and then walked out along a country 
■ toad just outside the town. The woman waited for him 
there. She did not live at Banbury; she came there specially 
for these meetings and left “by train, no doubt Cor London. 

• Just once they had a rendezvous in a cafe opposite Snow -Hill 

• station in Birmingham. 

There have been many assessments of what Fuchs may have 

• given the Russians through 1943. Certainly in the period 
1941-3 he would have been able to tell them that we now 

. considered the uranium bomb was a definite possibility. He 
; could have— and is fret did— give them the results of his own 
- calculations on the theory of the gaseous diffusion process 
; for separating the isotopes of uranium, and the fret that Uajj 
produced in that way might be used in an atomic bomb. ' 

He could also have furnished his own calculations of the 
amount of U23 J needed and of the efficiency of the expiation. 

Dr. Karl Cohen, of Columbia University, has commented 
upon the state of Fuchs’s knowledge at this time in a letter to 
the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy in Washington. Ho 
wrote:.' 1 . _ 1 . >.«••! t. >/. -A 

' Fuchs’ name appeared on theoretical papeft oo the gaseous 
' diffunac process so my -certain knowledge in 194a, and I believe 
]■ las early aa 19411 Because .of vims to thknaqnttf. of Pried* and 


' othen in early 194^ when die nhdrtHoMa of At Birming- 
ham and Columbia vetrions of the diffitti™ proem were A* 

• cussed at length, and the (though inefficient) channefa 

b of -Anglo-American interchange: .1 infoqnsDctt it is 

dear that before Fuchs’ arrival he had good knowledge of the 
American plans for the gaseous diffusion plant. It is important 
to bear in mind that because of Fuchs’ grasp of die rfwnre «i« l 

the choice of s few deter mines the remainder w ithin narrow 
V. limits, he would be able to reconstitute our whole program from 
only scattered pieces of information. Thus, even before hh 
arrival in New York when he obtained M and detailed infonna- 
non, he could have transmitted a very good outline of the 
i j American gaseoin diffusion project 

! Dr. Cohen with some justice permitted himself to add: 
’Compared to these consequences, Fuchs' betrayal of the per- 
sonal integrity of scientists is of minor importance. Neverthe- 
less k was a blow which all scientists bitterly resent.’ This was 
a point that had not yet occurred to Fuchs himself in 1943, 
though it was going to overtake him with some force later 
on. Meanwhile he continued meeting his woman contact (she 
has never been arrested), and towards the end of 1943 he told 
her that he had been selected to go to the United States as 
a member of the British team which was to continue work ■ 
the gas diffusion process in New York. f 

Precise instructions were then given him by the woman for 
making contact again with the Russians in New York. He 
was to go to a street comer on the lower East Side on a Satur- 
day tarrying a tennis hall in his hand. There he would see a 
man carrying a book with a green binding and wearing 
gloves, with an additional pair of gloves in his hand. This 
man would be known to him as ’Raymond’. (It was actually 
Harry Gold, who was arrested in 1950 and is now serving a 
sentence of thirty yean in die United Sates.) The two men 
would then take a taxi to a restaurant on lower Third Avenue, 
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Existbnch on £ni a year in war-time England was hardly 
very expensive, even for an active bachelor with a double 
life. Up to dm point Fuchs had been a lean and hungry- 
looking man. The gradual change in his outward manner 
probably dates from this journey across the Atlantic in the 
troopship Andes. After his two crossings as an internee the 
voyage seemed a great luxury to him, and he was lively and, 
for him, in high spirits on board. He was travelling with friends 
and as a representative of the British Government (for he had 
been made a temporary civil servant); he was going to work 
that he loved and now, at the approach of his thirty-second 
birthday, he had an established reputation. In particular he 
had recently been much congratulated upon a paper on the 
control of a diffusion cascade which had been of considerable 
value to the Americans. His conspiratorial lift: was untroubled 
by any misgivings or hesitations and his conscience had 
strived, no doubt, at some sort of a mystical peace with 
itself. 

He landed with the Peierls in early December and they pro- 
ceeded at once to Washington to sign the usual security under- 
taking with the United States Government. There was no 
further investigation into Fuchs’s credentials- he had been 
cleared by die British authorities as an accredited member of 
the British mission, and in the ensuing two and a half years 
when he was in the United States no other check was nude 
upon him. 
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From Washington he went to the Taft Hotel in New York. 
Subsequently he moved to the Barbizon-Blaza and then to an 
apartment of his own at 128 West 77* Street. He visited his 
sister Kristcl at Cambridge, Massachusetts, within a few days 
of his arrival— she had now settled permanently with her 
husband and children in the United States— and he continued 
to keep in touch widi them throughout his stay in the country. 
There was indeed a plan at 011c ome for the family to come 
and live with him in New York, but it fell through when be 
was posted to Los Alamos in the following year. 

Almost from the moment of his arrival in New York Fuchs 
was exceptionally busy. Starring on 7 December 1943 he 
attended a scries of meetings which enabled the American 
and British teams to clear their ideas about the gas diffusion 
process with one another, and plan their future operations 
together. At this rime the scientists working on this pit of 
the atomic energy project were divided into two group : those 
at Columbia University who were mainly engaged on re- 
search. and those at the Kcllcx Corporation where the large- 
scale gas diffusion plant was designed. 

It was soon realized that the best contribution the British 
could make would be co help on the theory of the control of 
the gaseous diffusion plant, and Fuchs was specifically asked 
to make numerical calculations for its design. At the conclu- 
sion of the December meetings part of the British team went 
home, ;uid Peicrls, Fuchs, and some others remained to co- 
operate with the Americans. From this rime forward Fuchs 
was intimately connected with the work both at Columbia 
Univerity and at the Kcllcx Corporation. He liad an office 
at the British centre in Wall Street, and he was a frequent 
visitor 10 both laboratories. He did little else but work. It filled 
all his days. One can imagine that he was content, for after 
so much experiment and theorizing the moment of -definite 
action was approaching. The first chain reaction had been 
achieved at Chicago on 2 December 1942. ft was now to be 
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used to produce a nuclear explosion. The end result was still 
far off in a mist of conjecture, but at least they had decided 
upon a definite pth, or rather a series of paths, to follow. 
Fuchs’s contribution was substantial. He decided to make that 
contribution, and much else besides, available to the Russians. 
From this rime forward he gave them everything he could, 
whether it was his own work or not. He brought the answers 
to their questions, he indicated the success or failure of experi- 
ments, and he furnished precise details of dimensions. No one 
on earth could have made an atomic bomb at that time, and 
Fuchs then knew little of the United States plans. But lie 
knew nearly all there was to be known about the gas diffusion 
plant in the Manahtten Engineering District, and that the 
Russians had from him. . 

Throughout his stay in America he had only one contact, 
and that was Many Gold, alias Raymond, the obedient little 
biochemist who was bom in Switzerland and was a naturalized 
American. What he did not know was that, through Gold, 
he was drawn into an elaborate espionage network which had 
already been working in the United Suret for some rime. Fuchs 
and the American traitors between them made a nonsense of 
the security regulations, and they revealed that all the para- 
phernalia of barbed wire and policemen, unless carried to a 
stultifying extreme, is a useless barrier in the affairs of the 
mind. When the atomic bomb came to be exploded not only 
Fuchs but an American traitor as well was standing inside the 
barbed wire at Los Alamos, with free access to their courier 
outside, Harry Gold. 

Fuchs proceeded with his tennis ball to the first rendezvous 
with Gold on lower East Side, New York, early in the New 
Year, 1944. They met, they proceeded by taxi to a restaurant, 
and they arranged to meet again. It was Fuchs's practice from 
this time onward to warn Gold in advance of what he pro- 
posed to give him at their new meeting; normally it would 
be a package of papers which he had typed or written himself. 
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He w» *l»o prepared to answer questions. Gold, on his side, 
a tyuem by which, immediately he left Fuchs, he 
F«.,U1 ova the package to his superior in the net, the Rus- 
sian vice-consul in New York. Anatoli A Yakovlev, who 
would often be waiting around the comer of the next street, 
unknown, of course, to Fuchs. Gold then went home— he had 
a tortuous procedure of jumping on and off trains at the last 
minute to make sure he was not being followed— and wrote 
out a report on Fuchs's conversation. This report would be 
given to Yakovlev at a later, prearranged meeting. In the 
course of these proceedings Fuchs was once offered 1,500 
dollars. He turned it down flat 

There were five meetings between Fuchs and Gold in New 
York, possibly more. In March 19+i they met m Madison 
Avenue when they were together less than a minute— just long 
enough for Fuchs to hand over his papers. They met again in 
the middle of June at Woodside. Queens, and Fuchs promised 
that at the next meeting he would bring information of the 
actual plans fot the design of the uranium bomb. At the end 
of that same month when they met again near the Borough 
Hall in Brooklyn he did, in fcet. deliver those plans. Gold 
took them quickly without waiting to join m conversation. 
In mid-July they were together again at »6th Street and Cen- 
tral Park West and on this occasion they strolled for an hour 

and a half through the park. .. . 

Years afterwards, when he was questioned, Fuchs could only 
remember that his contact Raymond was a man who did 
understand something of the technicalities they fussed. Pos- 
sibly. he thought, he might have been a chemist For the most 

nart at this time he passed over his own original manuscripts, 
SIch his office supposed he had destroyed after ^.Jcop 
had been made. The main value of ^ information was tint 
it cave away the principles and some details of the gas ih 
fS p^'ctionplant at Oak Ridge. Tennessee. He also 
indicated, the scale and timing of the American programme. 
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From his notes the Russians could have d edu c ed the principles 
of one of die methods which we had chosen for separating 
uranium isotopes, and he could have set their s pecul a tions on 
that score at rest, lendewous 

at the Brooklyn Museum of Art and, as an alternative — there 
was always an alternative at 1 later date in case either of them 
failed to keep the first appointment-— they were to meet at 
Central Park West again, ■! - ■ 

Fuchs failed to keep either of these appointments. It was a 
matter of concern for the net when an agent vanished in this 
way for there Was always the possibility that he had been 
• arrested or had decided to cease his. activities and had t urned 
traitor to the traitors. Gold’s movements then were like those: 
of some agitated insect that has suddenly lost its way. He waited 
fruitlessly at the meeting-places. He went to Fuchs's apartment 
in 77th Street, but the doorman there could tell him nothing 
except that Fuchs had gone away. It was Yakovlev who hunted, 
up the address of Fuchs’s sister, Kris tel, and Gold was posted 
off to Cambridge to see her. Gold explained to her that he 
was a friend of Fuchs's and wanted to see him rather urgently. 
Kristcl could remember only that Fuchs had gone off 'some- 
where in the south-west'. He had promised to spend the 
coming Christmas with her if he could. Then. Gold said, 
would she ask him to telephone when he arrived? He wrote 
out a New York number and put it in an envelope. Then he 
went away to report to Yakovlev and to wait. 

What had happened was that Fuchs had been sent to lot 
Alamos in New Mexico. Professor Peierls and his family had 
gone there some time before, leaving Fuchs in charge of the 
New York office, and now Fuchs himself was wanted to help 
on the work for the actual construction of the bomb. It was 
one of the quirks of Fuchs’s pedantic mind that security should 
always be observed; at any rate until he chose to break it ia 
a way and at a time of his own choosing. Los Alamos was a 


great K-att. The director. Dei Robert R,<3ppmheirocr r mi : -jjiSj 
assembling there m group of pytiapt the nmt Jiiongu iili ql 1 
trifntific mmH» that has ever been gathered together. Fuchs . ’ . r >t 
decided not to pan on this information to the Rosaiant nor- y* J 
the nnn of his own departure. It was, tot ' the nuunent, ■ ®oo 
Seem. ;• 1. 1 :r. - {■*.;>>. a, !/■*'•■!■£ ■•t-'-'i 1 * •ifl^ S 

He arrived at Lot Absnoa, not given a room in the thche*’ -0,'-/, 
ton* d ormi to ry, and there begaafor him perhape the happiestr 
dmc of his We. Living there, high up among the pines,' in- 
the dear dry air of die desert, he began to develop a physical 
well-being which he can hardly have known before. On bii 
days off hr went mountain climbing. In the' winter bewent .i;', ;* 
skiing; in the sunlight uid the mow most people look' rather \Vj£'K 
better than they normally do,- bin die photographs taken of f ) 
Fuchs in his skiing doches at this time show that the change ; 
was remarkable. He appears lithe and assured and goad-t . 

lies at Lot: Alamos and Fuchs frequently went ouc dining and 
dancing. He had more money and although money was never ■! 
a major interest for him he knew how to spend it generously ^ 
and welL Since he loved motoring Mrs. Peirrls persuaded him 
to go down to the town of Santa F£ and buy a car— « second- ,([•>•» 
hand Bukk. In every way he seemed more relaxed and at ' -1 
ease dun his friends had ever known him before. 

The security regulations were not too onerous — and one * o . d] 
feds that Fuchs would not have objected if they were. At A 
first die military authorities had wanted to put all the scientists - 
into uniform, give them ranks, and bring them under army £_ 
discipline. At this the scientists objected, and they won their ^ 
point However, the military did succeed in ringing them ; 1j 'S 
round with barbed wire— there wis one pass to get into the ' % 
resi dential camp and another to visit the laboratories and offices : , --M 
—and the guards on the gate were punctilious. Once inside , r ^ city 
the camp conversation among die scientists and their Emilies 
was free sad easy, but the pass system ' Was formidahjc and thci lyiV d 


- *>wn*pf«fde downat Santa Ffhad no notkm of what was 
- g°nig an up diere on the bare heights above. They believed, . 
rekbiryGidd expressively put it recount much hire, ^fcank-'^ftW ! ; 
was a fanni of boomk>ggl>igtoatfitf. lv Sdftffir ; sdaiiotv could 5 . 
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